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Pfl. xxv. 14. Abe Seeret of the Lord is „ with: thous 
that for bim, and be will * dem Gig CEN. 


7 4 {allowing Ailton, contai ing ces 
| riens and noſt encouragit rn? 3 
nced no other Recommendation for thy ſerious Peruſal 
of them, than the comfortyble Light they hold forth to 
- #hee, for preparing thy Way, and caſting up the 3 
Way, Iſa. Ixii, 10. If thy Exerciſe be, bow thow | 
come at the Lord Jeſus, as the great Salvation 0 


0 
Wt es 2nd %; or if Saten end Unbelief ds ite t 
bt and Titre to Chriſt: Herein, thou ſhalt nd 52 
2 = and Stumbling-blocks ſatrsfyingly ſpovelled out 
ef thy Hay. Moreover, the Light they bad forth, bei 
4 unn, and fo Jamenta ly 44 and vi 
#p this decgjining Day, wherein i is ſaid, Lo, here is 
| e Lo e + Again the Light herein is ſo profitable 
i $5256 to exerciſed Souls travelling 
= 5 — WY ed with the fears, — and Fealous- 
fes of Bae anent their Claim and Title to Chriſt, or 
bei perſonal Intereſt in him; and likewiſe; m 2 
airrcifsl unfrocrit and fitentint ſome of the main 
end ſtrongeſt ivy th ually.thrown up by the grand 
IS pom 1 7% the ſaw: It was judg d, that as the 
bY ſa valuable a Treatiſe, would be 4 
2 T o the Publication hereof would be of ſingalar 
"Uſe to many, namely, to convinced Souls in — 0 —4 | 
$ NA as the End of the Law far Righteo 
Alem that believe. Laſtly, Theſe Diſcoverzes bgi 4275 102 163 
we Mcdrtetions of 4 Soribe dale inftrated for 
a " the Kingdom of Heaven, an luterpreter, one 2 a 
Þ ' #bouſand, who being dead, yet ſpeaketh, Heb. © 4. 
5 * Jaftly Vale t cir due Room i in thy Eſteem. 5 
Wie, That 4 only a few {cholatbick 
0 Terms therein, not ſo obvious to the vulgar Read» 
__ 4 which he may paſs by, without any "x or 
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This is a faithful Saying, and worthy of * 


I an Chief. 


| Sinners. And that you may the better underſtand it, 
vpe may conſider Theſe few things which flow from sz. 
1ſt, Man is a miſerable undone Creature. naturall/ ; 


 deflroyed and periſhed ? Hof. xiii. 9, Deſtroyed and 
. Miſerable, both in reſpect of Sin, which is the greateſt - ' 
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1 Tim. Chap. i. 15. 
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all Acceptation, That Chriſt Jeſus came 
into the World to ſave Sinners, of whyne . : 


E have ſpoken of the Law. N ext follows 
the Goſpel, which is ſummarily, compre- 
hended in this moſt precious Sentence, 
Chriſt Je ſus came into the World to ſava 


er otherwiſe, what Need of a Sayiour to ſave, if got 


Evil, with which Man is polluted throughly, in which 
be is dead, and by which every Thing he doth is moſt 


abominable unto God, and by which himſelf is a loth-. © 
| ſom, hateful and eruel Enemy unto God, Rom. viii 7. 


Epb. ii. 1. Prov. xv. 8. and xxi. 27. - Ha „Ai. 14. and. | 
likewiſe in reſpect of the Coniequents of zin; Which 
are, his being forſaken of God, his Delivery unte Sa- 
tan, and his Slavery unto, him, and his n Luſts, and 
the fearful Sentence of Condemnation to be execute u- 
2 him, as ſoon as ever he dieth, pb. ii. 12. which - 
Toint, may make every natural Man tremble, and fear 
a n eexceed- 
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e axcecdinply, and ery out, What ſhall we do? and r 
unto their City of Refuge. 8 
2 ualiy, This miſerable Condition is very ſad; it is 
not only a miſerable Condition, but a very miſerable 
Condition: Here was the ſaddeſt and deepeſt Pit, 
Man could fall into. No Miſery that could befal thee, 
O Man ! is comparable unto thy ſpiritual Miſery, by 
realon of Sin, To be under the Power of Sin, is 
worſe than to be tormented in Hell. The ſaddeſt Word 
Chriſt ever ſpake, was this, Te ſhall die in your Sins: 
It is fo in God's Account, that judges righteouſly and 
according te Truth. The Cry of thy woful Condition 
was ſo ſad, as it brought Chriſt out of Heaven to 
| preach, to be humbled, and to die for Sinners; and he 
came not to heal ſore Fingers, and doth not concern 
F. © himſelf in Trifles. The greateſt Token of Love 
FF : Chriſt can or will kytk unto thee, is to deliver thee 
*F. © fromYyhy Sins. And this will, and doth make the 
Saints bleſs him through all Eternity, and never reſts : 
= , Every Saint is as much obliged to Chriſt, as tho (< 
= ' Chrift came and took him out of Hell, and brought him 
to Heaven N 
zaly, Man is not able to deliver himſelfor Man's 
Salvation is not in himſelt ; it's Chriſt came to fave 
Sinners, Rom. v. 6. When yet without Srrengtb, 
Chriſt died for the Ungodly; no more than a dead Man 
- can live of himſelf, he cannot quicken himſelf, he can- 
not change his Nature, he cannot break open his Pri- 
ſon- doors, he can do nothing that may merit this, but 
5 daily Sin, and rot in his Vriſon. The Father muſt 
draw, Jam. i. 18. Of his own will begat he us. De- 
- ſpair then of your ſelves; and ſeek not the Living a- 
mong the Dead; ſeek not to mount up to Heaven, 
with your Clay- legs; mourn and lament under thy 
Diſability, not only becauſe thou art miſerable; but 
-becauſe thou canſt not come out of thy Miſery, no 
1 more than ye can pull the Sun out of the Firmament. 
i Aſcribe not any Good thou doſt, or haſt gotten, unto 
4 thy ſelf, in whom dwelleth no Good at all. Seek not 
then eo plow on Rocks, or to waſh the Ethiopian; be- 
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ware of truſting to thy Duties, for thy Help is not in 
them: Uſe them, but truſt not to them. n 
4thly, Be not much aſtoniſhed or- diſcouraged, tho 
thou find not Help in thy ſelf, or in any Mean under 
Heaven : For here thou waſt not to expect to have it. 
A Man is not to wonder, if he look to the Weſt, that 
the Sun riſes not there to him, Why ? He is to look 
to the Eaſt, where it is appointed only to riſe. Ye 
look unto the wrong Airth, Sirs, that look to your 
ſelyes. Good may come, tho' not from this Airth 2% 
Help there is, tho” not in thee. . Ws 
5thly, There is Help and Salvation for Man; the 
Revelation of a Saviour tells, there is Salvation: Man, 
tho? as to himſelf moſt deſperate; yet, not as to another. 
God can help the Devils, but he will not, and there- 
fore there is no Help in God for them; and therefore 
their Condition is moſt deſperate z and there is no 
Hope for them. (i.) The moſt miſerable and moſt deſpe- 
rate Sinner that now is under the Drop of the Goſpel 
may hope : Lift up your Heads, let this _— your 
linking Deſpair, that concludes there is no Hope; no- 
thing ye can meet with here, can aſſure you of this, 
No Man knoweth Love or Hatred by any Thing that | 
is before him; there is Hope in the worſt Cafe: And 
to ſay, I ama Reprobate, till you feel your ſelyes in 
Hell, is an ungrounded Concluſion, and unwarranta- 
ble; and when the Devil draws this Concluſion from 
either the Greatneſs, or Multitude, Hainouſneſs, and 
Continuance of your Sins, or from the vileſt Frame of 
your Hearts, or from the ſaddeſt Providences, he 
plays but the Sophiſt. (2.) Hope at leaſt; if ye can- 
not believe, keep your Heads above Water. (3. ) Bleſs 
N the Lord, that hath given you this Valley of Achor for 
4 Door of Hope, and hath not ſhut thee up with dam- 
| ned Reprobates and Devils in Hell; but hath kEpe 
thee in the Land of the Living : For of a living Min 
there is Hope. Taſtly, Let this encourage to go about 
and continue waiting on inthe Uſe of Means; notwith- 
ſanding of all Dilcouragements, Who knoweth but 
gar" | "x 0th 
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' the Lord may be gracious ?. Joel ii. 12, 13. Prov. 
N viii. 34. WAG | | 
. _6tbly, Sinner, and loſt undone Creature, Help is in 
Chriſt Jeſus: Chriſt came to ſave Sinners. It is nei- 
ther in thy ſelf, nor in Means, nor in Angels, nor in 
Saints, nor in God ſimply: But it is in Jeſus Chriſt 
the Mediator, in God as in a Redeemer. 1. Hence 
learn to love, admire and long after this your Saviour. 
No Man's Name is ſweeter to the ſick Man, than the 
Phygian : O then, let no Name be ſweeter, or more 
comfortable unto thee, than the Name of Jelus ; let no 
Diſcourſe reliſh but of this; let nothing be ſweet but 
what ſmells and taſtes of him; cry out for this, as for 
thy Life: He is thy only Upmaker; now without him 
thou art more miſerable and vile than a Devil. . 2. O 
come and caſt your Eyes with me upon him; Who is 
this that cometh forth out of Bera? Who is this Sa- 
viour? Oh come and caſt thine Eyes upon him, and ſee 
. What Manner of Perſon and Saviour he is (1.) He is a 
noble Helper and Saviour, he is the Stem of Jeſſe, and 
the Plant of Renown ; he is the only Begotten of the 
Father, Prince of the Kings of the Earth, and is far 
above Angels, and Principalities and Powers; he 
thought it no Robbery to be equal with God : Never 
ſuch a Saviour was feen ; tho' he had not the Relation 
of an Helper and Saviour, yet himſelf were . worthy 
of Eſteem. (2.) He is a mighty Saviour, ja great Savi 
our; his Sal Vation is not a [mall Matter: No, no, to 
redeem from Sin, from the Devil, from the Law, from 


the World, from the Juſtice of God, and Wrath to 


come, which muſt be born, and yet is inſupportable. 
The mighty Lord hath done great Things for me Oh, 
the Salvation of a poor Sinner is a might work, and a 
Token of the greateſt Love; he doth not ſave from 
, petty Evils, oh no; but from unſpeakable Evils, even 
eternal and inconceivable Miſery; no Saviour can 
give you ſuch a Redemption as this: T ho' thou gain the 
whole World, and miſs this, thou art but an undone 


Soul, and this will abundantly recompenſe the. Loſs 


of. aH.unto thee. (3.) He is a moſt loving Saviour, he 
9 5 | 3 delights 


Lag. 
- **- 4 r 
* 
* 
* " 
» — * 7 
8 
- 


JJ. Er. ED EE oe ie co . - a. . e 


tion it ſelf; Ay, and note this well, he is not only the 
ormal 
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hts in Loving-kivinel, a his Chariot is ped 
he preached, died, ſuffered, convince 


} 
zeug 
with Love; | 
thee and afflicted thee, out of Love: No Love to the 
Love of Chriſt, there is no ſpeaking of it; O the tens 


der Heart of Chriſt (4.) He is a moſt wile, skilful 
Saviour: He hath the right Art aud Method of it. 
It would puzzle and confound all the Wit of Heaven 
and Earth to guide a poor Sinner, they would not 
know how to begin. In him are bid the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge (5.) He is alovely Saviour, 


not only à loving, but a lovely Saviour; O for a Sight 


of his drawing Beauty! it would lead thee captive for 
ever: Never ſuch a fair One ſeen, as Chriſt; when 
he courts a Sinner, there is no Reſiſtance of him; all 
the drawing Beauty of the World, is but Deformity 
in reſpe& of him. I would ſeek no other Heaven than 
to be looking _—_ a Chink of the Wall of che New 
Feruſalem to this Faireſt. (6) He is 3 compleat al- 
ſufficient Saviour; he is all their Salvation, Light, 
Life, Holineſs, Freedom from the Law, Favour with 
God, all is in him; whatever a loſt Singer wants, is 
in him. (7-)He is the only Saviour, there is no Saviour 
beſides him, not any Deliverer but he; all is ingroſſed 
in him. 8. He is an 3 Saviour, eyermore able 
to help, eyermore ready, wil "g to ſave, and the Sin- 
ner ſtands always in need of him; when without 
Strength and Life, to begin Life; when begun, to 
preſerye it; and when fail'd, to reſtore it again 3 
when aſſaulted, to underprop it. (g.) He is Salva» 


efficient Cauſe of your Salvation, but he is the 
Cauſe; he not only gives Lite, Light, Strength and, 
Conſolation; but he is thy Lite, thy Light, thy Righ- 
teoulneſs, thy Redemption; He is made of God unt 
ws, Wiſdom,&c. 1 Cor. i. 30. (10. ) He is a near Salva» 
tion, @ preſent up in Trouble; We need not go into 
Heaven, or to Hell to fetch Chriſt down, or fron 
bove; no, he is near us: How fo, he is in his Word, 
which is in our Mouths, and in our Hearts; lo tha 
any Promiſe, Light or Life the Word gives, it is 
4% 297 SY j OY. | 822 Chriſt 
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Chriſt that gives it; and entertain it, ye entertain 
Chriſt. (11.) He is a moſt lowly and humble Saviour, 
Mat. xi. 28. I am meek and lowly; ye may make 
very bold with him, he is not lordly ; Acceſs ye may 
| have, when ye will, none ever was ſo cordeſcending as 
He: Oh therefore, come unto him, ſeek him, and cry 
unto him in this thy Day, while he is going by; wait 
upon him in Means and Ordinances, till thou ſee and 
And, and get him, and then keep. | | 
- Gthly, Chriſt doth not engroſs, or keep up what is 
in himſelf, or to himſelf; but opens and proclaims it: 
He is not a Fountain ſealed. or incloſed, but an pe- 
ned Fountain: He hath Lite; but not for himſelf, 
but for ohters, Gifts for the Rebellious. John xvii. 
For their Sakes do 1 ſanflify my ſelf. (I.) He 
deals in behalf of others: He died not for his own 
Sins; all the World was in him, by one Man all are 
made alive, as in one all Men periſhed ; he is a pub- 
lick Perſon, and therefore called -the the Covenant of 
the people. (2,) The Names given him in Seriptges 
thows this. I know, in Reſpe& of God's Decree, a few 
only are appointed to receive Benefit by himzand ſowas 
the City of Reſuge too, appointed for all, tho? ſecret] 
intended for the Benefit F ome only, and hence is - 
led a Way, in which every Man may walk; a Fountain, 
out of which every Man may drink, appointed for the 
general Good; therefore look not on this Salvation, 
that is in Chriſt, as a Thing in which ye are not con- 


cerned ; but look on it as appointed for thee, In bim 


was Life, but this Life was the Light of Men ; and 
that made of God {o unto thee. (3.) Chriſt hath a 

ublick Relation of a Phyſician and Saviour; and who 
iro Acceſs unto him then, but ſick, loſt, undone Sin- 
ners? {4.) Chriſt declares, promiſes, gives this ta 
theſe who hear it; he deals very ingenuouſly : As he 
did not any Thing for himlelf; ſo he declares for whoſe 

Sake it is: Gifts for the Rebellious, He came to. ſave 
Sinners; and by this his Declaration tells to whom it 
is. (5.) All are commanded to come and take this as 


their un Ob, then, here ig Matter of Comfort, that 
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abs not only Help is in Chriſt, but your Help; Yours, in 
*— | reſpc& of Appointment, and Work of Chriſt ; Yours, 
mg in reſpe& of the Promiſe of Chriſt, giving it freely 
to you. A Man is to judge himſelf, not by what he 
finds in himſelf, but by what he finds in Chriſt, who is 
> | Man's Swrety and Righteouſneſs. Oh come to him, 
TY | ſeek from him, from this your kind Friend, who'is - 
al no Stranger to you, but wonderfully related unto youy- 
* and meddle boldly with that which is your own. - 

- ſoever will, let him come, and take of the Water 6 
Life : Stand not a-back, as from a Stranger, wit 
whom ye have nothing ado; Chriſt hath ado with you, 
he came to ſave Sinners. (7.) Altho* Chriſt came to 
fave Mankind (he took not on him the Nature of Angels) 
yet is he not a Saviour to Man as Man is righteous 
and happy; but as a Man is ſinful, miſerable and un- 
done: I came not to call the Righteous ; The Whole 
need not @ Phyfician. It's not therefore to Angels, that 
he is a Saviour, nor yet to Man ſimply, nor to Man 
as happy, nor as righteous, nor yet to as elected; 
for the Goſpel- declaration meddles ing with this. 
As a Phyſician is a relative Term, and its Correlate for- 
mal, is not Health; ſo the Notion of a Saviour is not 
an abſolute Term, but a relative Term, and preſuppo- 
ſes and looks unto, not Happineſs. Oh then here is 
Matter of Sorrow to theſe that ſee any Good in theng- 
ſelves, and will not, cannot conclude themſelves Ene- 
mies, Slaves, loſt, undone, vile; but will maintain 
that your Hearts are good, and the Devil ye hope is . 

not in you. Oh, I tell you, if you ſee and look to 

our ſelves as whole, ye haye nothing ado with this 
hyſician ; if as free, and not in Bondage, look not 

on Chriſt as a Saviour ; ifas clean, look not on this 

Fountain: Nay, Chriſt's Office is to blind you, Jobs 

ix. 39. And that which is appointed tor Life unto o- 

thers, thou ſhall find to be th unto thee. He pal 

leth the Mighty from their Seats : Oh we cannot de- | 

Clare this Saviour unto you. Hence ſee what's the Rea- | 

ſon that Chriſt is ſuch a Stranger unto many: Oh here = 
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ds multbeto luchas want it, and as they want it. 
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it not, but they ſee it not; and therefore feel it not? 
It's your Good that undoes.you ; The Rich are ſent 
empty away. Seek not then ſomething in thy ſelf to 


bring unto the Lord Jeſus; for, by this Means, thou 


but makes thy ſelf leſs related : If thou couldſt bring 
a broken Heart and Holineſs to Chriſt, he would fay, 
Now are ye not for me, thou ſhouldſt be ſent away 
empty, Tuke i. 53. 1 Sam. ii. 4,5. (8.) The Retati- 
on Chriſt as a Saviour hath to Mankind, is as fallen, 
loſt, undone, and ſinful. Jeſus Chriſt came to ſave Sin- 
ners: The ſeeing of their ſelf as a Sinner is that which 
gives yon Claim and Intereſt in Chriſt; and when thou 


looks upon thy ſelf under any other Relation, thou art 


Stranger unto Chriſt. Chriſt came to call Sinners to 
Lepentance, not the Righteous. If ye look upon Chriſt 


a8 a Rewarder of every one, according to Man's Work, 


as he will be at the laſt Day; then none hath Intereſt 


in him but righteous Perſons : But look on Chriſt as a 


prom iſed Saviour, as a Light to the Blind, as the Life 


ot the World; then it's only Sinners, dead undone Per- 


ſons, that have ado with him. (1.) This is the for- 
mal Cauſe of returning, H-. xiv. 1. Return, becauſe 
thou haſt fallen. Rev. iii. 18. Buy, becauſe miſerable 
and naked. (2) Chrift is not a Saviour and a Phyſi- 
eian to- the Whole and Sound, Mat. ix. 12, 13. £3.) 
Saints have made this the Ground of their Faith an 

Prayers. Forgive, for it is a ſliff-necked People; give 


me Crumbs, becauſe a Dog. (4.) Becauſe the Notion of -| 
- a Saviour, Light, Phyſician, Health, Life, are rela- 


tive Terms, and haveſRelation and Reference to Men 
as Correlates to theſe Re'ations, and therefore to Men 


5 miſerable, blind, fick and dead. (5.) The Goſpel 


romiſes are to ſuch, and as fuch, Rom. iv. 5- He ju- 
ſtiſies the Ungodly. Rem. v. 6. He died for the Un- 


godly. He delivers the Bound. Iſa. Ixi. 3. He re- 
conciles Enemies: For the free Giſt by Promiſe, is 
either to Man as believing, knowing, regenerated : 
and theſe are ſaved already, and fo a promiſe ſhould he 


of fuch Things as they have already: For all Promi- 
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Reſpect, Chriſt may be ſaid to be the 


* n * * * „een 
5j. 1. It is neither to Sinners abſolately, nor as 
righteous, but as elect Sinners. / anſwer then, Ie 

Meaning of this Text muſt be, Chriſt came to ſave 
Sinners, i. e. Chriſt came to fave elect Sinners; but 
this can be no better Ground of belic vying, then to ſay 27 
Chriſt hath elected ſome to Glory: Ergo, Believe and 
accept this. Where was ever Election made à Ground 
of believing? But the Goſpel Declaration hath Dr 
ado with Election this being ſeeret. All are commande 
to believe; The ground therefore of this Command, 
vix. Chriſt came to ſave Sinners, muſt be as large as 
the Perſons called. | 
0j. zd. If the Promiſes belong to Sinners as Sin- 
ners, then ſhould they belong to all Sinners, and Chriſt 
ſhould be a Saviour to all Sinners. / anſwer, And fo 
he is, and he came to fave all Sinners; and all Sinners, 
having this joyful Sound, have a Right unto Chriſt. | 
1. Inſtance, Then ſhould all be ſaved 3 For all thoſe 
| Chriſt came to ſave, are ſaved, I deny the Conſe- 
uence ; becanſe Chriſt came not with an Intention to 

ave all. As to its Probation, (or, for proof of this) we 
muſt diſtinguiſh (as 1 faid elſewhere) betwixt the End * : 
. of Chriſt in coming; and betwixt the End of the Co- 
ming of Chriſt : Betwixt the End of the Work; and the 
End of the Worker. The End of Chriſt's Coming, as 
it's his Work, is, that all may be ſaved ; but the End 
of Chriſt himſelf in coming, is only that ſome tew be 
ſaved : Hence, tho' the End of Chriſt's Coming, as it 


ſignifies the Intention of the Comer, be that alf be not 


ſa ved, but only the Elect; yet the End of Chriſt's Co- 
ming, as it is a Work, is that all be ſaved; and, in this 
Saviour of al 
Men, by giving to all alegal Title, 1 Im. iv. 10. hence 
called the common Salvation, Jude v. 3. I will ex-- 
plain it thus by a parallel Scripture, 1 Kings 20. 42. 
Achab is ſaid to let ga a Man 8 —— God appointed to 
Deſtruction. Do not now ſay, All that God appoints 
to Deſtruction, ſhall be deſtroyed. that is true by his 
intentional Decree ; hut not by his legal Deſtination, 


which reſpeas the Uſe and End of the Objeft, And 
2 | 
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ſo Fer. xiii. 11. U bade app 


is it neceſſary tho Chriſt be a Saviour unto all, (and 
ſo all within the viſible Church have Claim to him, 


and Right in him) that he actually ſave all: It is ſuffi- 


cient, that all have Right in him. The Acts proceed - 
ing from a Relation may be ſuſpended; when yet the 
Relation ſtands. Chriſt may be ſaid to be a Saviour 
of all, tho* he do not ſave all: For Acts proceed from 
the Relation, and not the Relation from Acts. 
Inſtance 2. If Chriſt by his Office be a Saviour to all 
Men, and ſo have Relation to them ; he is bound to 
perform the Acts of that Relation; Ergo He is bound to 
to ſave all. I anſwer, and ſo he is, ſuppoſing that all 
come to him, receive him, reſiſt him not: And if they 
come not to him, he is not bound. A Man that is 
bound to deliver a thouſand Pound to his Neighbour 
by Bond; If his neighbour refuſe the Money, and 
will not at all take it, nay, cannot abide to ſee his Debi- 
tor; no Obligation can tie this Man to make him take, 
or deliver it to him. What Chriſt is bound to do, he 
; declares, offers, and gives, and lays at the Sinner's 
Door, invites him to take, and not to deſpiſe his own 
Mercies : But the Sinner will not give Chriſt a Look, 
will not come to him ; and when Chriſt comes to him 
to heal him, and beſtow;his own upon him; the Sinner 
refuſes. We would have bealed Babylon, but ſhe would 
not; therefore the Fault was in Babylon, not in God. 
Inſt. 3. Chriſt is bound to give Faith, far otherwiſe 
he is not a perfect Saviour; and to take away the Re- 
fiſtance : Therefore Chriſt fails, if he make not the 
Soul willing. I anſwer, Chriſt is bound only to give 
What he = which is himſelf and all his Benefits. 
And the Command is not, what Right I have to Faith; 
nor doth Chriſt offer Faith to be received: But offers 
Peace, Pardon, and Remiſhon of Sins to be received 
by Faith : and Chriſt's Promiſes in the Goſpel, are mot 
Prophecies of what will come eventually, no more than 
his Threatnings ; but what is legally, which yet the 
Sinner may prevent: And look as Repentance, or the 
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King's Will, may not execute a | 
ning; but may ſtop it: Even ſo,” may Unbelief and 
Wilfulneſs ſtop the Execution of an abſolute and pe- 
remptory Promiſe : By which Means the Lord may 
in Juſtice wake Men know the Breach of his Promiſe, as 
is abundantly clear from Exek. xxxiii. 8. Iſa. vii. 8, 9. 


perempeory Threat: | 


1 Sam. ii. 30. Drut. xxviit. 68. So then the Right is 


abſolute 3 But the Poſſeſſion of the Thing, and the 
Fruition of the Benefit of the Promiſe, is conditidnal: 


Therefore theſe Promiſes give a Right to the Sinne e | 


to lay hold on the Thing promiſed. | 

0bj. 34, Promiſes are to Piety and Godlineſs. 
Godlineſs is great Gain, &c. Tim. iv. 8. Ergo, not to 
Sinners as Sinners. I anſwer, Godlineſs hath the Pro- 
miſes of this Life and that which is to come, in actual 
Poſſeſſien, true: In Right and remote Title, it is 


falſe; For ſo, they are to Sinners as Sinners; eſpeci- 


ally, the firſt Promiſes of Life, Light, and Faith, 


- 
S 


which is not to the Righteous : Faith being the Mean | 


by which we are poſſeiſed of that to which we had a 
Right before, by the Goſpel free Gift. | 

ere is then Matter of marvellous Conſolation to 
poor, undone, blind Sinners; that this is the very Ac- 
count upon Which Chriſt hath ado with them: Yeſay 
ye have no Claim, nor Right to Chriſt ; why ſo ? OWT 


am not humbled, broken, neither holy, nor Mourners 


Oh but art thou a Sinner? Oh yes, then remember 


upon this Account, ye have an intereſt in Chriſt*, and 


therefore to receive him as your own ; this gives you 


Ground to meddle with and take him: Remember be 


viour are not Strangers, they have ſome Sibneſs and 
Relation; nay, it is to them only that Chriſt as a Savi- 
our 1s related. 

Obj. imo. Oh but I want Repentance and Brokenneſs 
of Heart, Anſwer, Oh but he is exalted to give Re- 
pentance, and to call Sinners to Repentance. 


* 


i. e. Hereby you have @ Right to claim Intereſt 2 9 


Chriſt as a Saviour. 
N C s 


j 


hf 


605. 


tame to call Sinners to Repentance: A Sinner and a Sa- 
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ens ( 14 ) n 
0b. 2d. But my Sins are very great. Anſ. Yet Da. 
vid prayed, Pſal xxv. Forgive my Iniquity, btcauſe 
great : Great Sinners are not excluded. iſt Inſt. But I 
| ap long continued in Sin: Anſ. Then turn at laſt, He 
is an everl:ſting Saviour; This Relation ſtands always. 
; daft. 2. But I cannot believe. Anſ. He is the Saviour 
to help thee to believe. This very Word Chriſt came 
to ſave Sinners, will yield thee perpetual Conſolation 
and Encouragement to believe, and will underprop thy 
Faith. Through him is Remiſſion of Sins preached ! 
To whom? To: Unbelievers, to theſe who want it. 
The Goſpet hath joined Chriſt and Sinners together 
as twoR elations. O then be not ſeparate from him, Oh 
look to him, come to him, cry to — depend on him, 
receive him, and in receiving believe the Remiſſion of 
your Sins: Believe firit your intereſt in general, till 
thou lay hold on this bleſſed Covenant, and then believe 
in particular. | 
9. Sinners, in their Approach and Uptaking of Chriſt, 
would look on God in Chriſt, or on Chriſt as all Mer- 
ey, all Love, only a Saviour, and ſee no Fury or Wrath 
in him at all. Chriſt revealed in the Goſpel is only 
Love: He came to ſave, not to c6ndemn; T his was his 
only Buſineſs. Iſa. xxvii. 4. Fury is not in me, John 
iii. 17. God ſent not his Son to condemn the World; he 
hath nothing ado as a Judge now, nor as a Lawgiver; 
This came by Moſes, John 1. 17. and Grace only by Je- 
' ſus Chriſt. The Son of Man came not to kill, but to 
ſave ; net to be honoured, but to ſerve. 1 judge no 
Map, ſaith Chriſt He gives liberally and wpbraideth 
nit. He will not ſtrive nor centend. I here is nothing 
in Chriſt's Mouth, but Peace and Reconciliation, no- 
. thing but Love altogether, no Judgment, no Law, 
no Wrath, no Upbraiding. He came to take away Sin, 
and therefore not to leave to die in Sin, or to puniſh for 
Sin. Oh me thinks this-ſhould make Chriſt exceedding 
lovely, there is not one*Frown in all his Countenance, 
as the Goſpel holds him out to us; There, is nothing 
in Chriſt that may terrify or affright, all are for the 
Sinner's Advantage. And may not, (2-) this be — 
n | 5 o 
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__ ſtrong Conſolation and Faith ? Can Heat be expected 
| from a Thing that is altogether cold, or NV. from tha 
{ſe Fire? Can Love, and only Love, hate you) Can e 


IF neſs chide, be angry? Fury is not in me: Can het 
came to ſave and came only to ſave from Sin? Can he 
8. leave in Sin? (3.) Why are ye diſcouragèd then becauſe 
ur of Sin and Unworthineſs* what makes you, afraid bf 
ns Chrift, or doubt? If in Chriſt there be neither Wrath, 
Law, Judgment, or Sharpneſs are ye feard to be caſt 
off for Sin ? Oh Chriſt is not come to hold Courts, or 
to judge; I judge no Man; Chriſt hath nothing adv 
with the Law, Ibis came by Moles, I am not come to 
or judge or condemn. Oh but he may be angry: I have 
no Anger at all, ſaith Chriſt, In me, nor no Fury ; my 
only Buſineſs is to put Wrath away, and Tranſgreſh- 
ons, and to give my Life for Sinners; theſe that ex- 
ect any other from me, they are deceived, it's the 
0 — only that is holden forth now. and is it not un- 
} reaſonable to think of, or look on him as the 'Exe- 
?» | -cutioner, who is come down with a Pardon for us, 
h or to look on the Advocate as the Judge'? Indeed 
if Chriſt came with Law, as he will come at the laſt 
Day, then indeed ye might expect a Sentence; and be 


un afraid, and come trembling before him, and might 

* look for no Mercy 3 but coming without the Law, 

0 and with Grace and Mercy and tender Compaſſion, ye © 
„aan expect no Wrath, nor Juſtice : As it is contrair to 

5 Juſtice to ſave the Guilty; fo it is contrair to Mere 
- to puniſh ; and therefore ye may as confidently Ba 


, and expect Good from Chriſt, as ye may expect Re- 
freſhment and Cooling from a Drivuphe of Water, or 
5 Heat from the Fire : For as its Uſe, Appointment and 


43 [Deſtination is to give Heat, and not Cold ; ſo Chriſtis 
> | Uſe and Commiſſion and End is to give and ſhew Mer- | 
oy, and not judgment: And therefore come not to 
Chriſt to get a-Sentence of Law; but come to get a 
Sentence of Grace; this being proper to him to give: 
For he is the Saviour of Sinners, and therefore not thelr 
'Kxecytionet, bf | ”" _ 


. 
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10h, The Foundation and Ground of Believing, 
and Comfort and Hope is without a Man, in Chriſt on- 
. Iy. Man's Security for Heaven, is penned by the 
Lord himſelf, and is noways in Man. This Saying, 
Chriſt came to ſave Sinners, is worthy of Acceptation, 
and is our only Hope. Be not diſcouraged at the firſt, 
tho' ye ſee nothing but Deadnels'in your ſelves, and 
Vilenels, for this neither mends nor mars your Intereſt 
In Chriſt : Yeu: Joys Hope, Delight, Confidence is 
fixed purely, iolely and only upon Chriſt from with- 
out you; and therefore as it depends upon nothing in 
your ſelves; ſo nothing in you can be prejudicial to it, 
or give you Ground to fail or ſink: And therefore all 
Ob jections drawn from your ownjUnworthineſs, Dead- 
neſs, Blindneſs, Vilenels, Sintulneſs, are all-nothing to 
the Purpoſe at all: For the Queſtion now is not, 
whether 1 have Grace or not in me? But, whether I 
may hope, believe and expect any Thing ? The Lord 
is the Confidence of all the Ends of the Earth, and 
therefore, Look to him and be ſaved. „ 
The Queſtion is, Whether Chriſt's Willingneſs, good 
Nature, Office, and Power, and Relation, be not e- 
nough to build on? And what I am to expect from this 
Airth ? When therefore ye doubt of your Intereſt in 
. - * Chriſt, and when Satan ſaith, Thou cannot make him 
_ thine; ye muſt look on the Lord's free Gift, and ſay, 
I his is it that intitled me to Chriſt. When Satan or thy + 
own unbelieving Heart ſaith, Tho' Chriſt came to 
ſave Sinners; yet not all Sinners: Say, This is but to ſay, 
Chriſt gives no good Ground of Hope, and to find 
Nullities in his Charter-. When it is objected and 
ſaid, Ye cannot believe; lay yet, Chriſt; whole Office 
it is, can make me believe: But Satan may ſay, He 
may, but he will not; why ? This is to doubt ot 
Chriſt. I muſt be on his Good-will wholly, ye cannot 
turn; but I look to the Lord to turn me. Fer, xxxi 
28. Turn thou me; for thou art the Lord my God. In 
a Word, The Foundation of all thy Happineſs is in 
| , God. Tis dangerous therefore to miſdoubt theſe 
Foundations. Therefore the Queſtion is, W l 
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eing therefore, wholly beat from thy Self · debate, and 


| Diſpute anent Chriſt, and hear no Word of Objection 


againſt what is in thee : For Chriſt looks not to that, 


and all is nothing to the Purpoſe ; and miſdoubt not 


Chriſt, till Satan can prove, he is either cruel or 


weak, or coming to Judgment. with the Law; and 


this I have proven already not to be ſo. Wants thou 
a Title? (.) Then overlook thy ſelf wholly, and thy 


Faith, look to the free Promiſe ; and diſpute. and ſee, . 
whether or not may not this give thee a free Title, 
| When thou would be turned, and cannot turn thx 


100 ſay with Epbreim, Lord turn me, Why? For 


thou art the Lord my God. (2. Wants thou Merey 7 
ſay, Be merciful 3. Why ſo? For thy Name's ſake, not . 
for any Thing in me; Not unto us, Cc. But thou art 
finful ; but he hath Mercy on whom he will: But 
to do with his Mercy; ' no more 


thou haſt nothin 
Claim than, the 


rd hath given me indeed, and 


1 ſhall never believe he will give bad Titles; His 
Word is enough, and very ſure, and is a ſtrong Feun- 4 


JON. 1 : — 
_ 1:thly, Chriſt Jeſus his Coming to ſave Sinners, is 
not a bare Hiſtory or Prophecy, with whic have 
nothing ado, but to read it; but tis the Lord's 
Ground given us of believing, and the Advantage he 
ives us over himſelf as it were. This is our very 
Claim to Chriſt and Heaven; and therefore a Saying 
worthy of Acceptation : A Sentence that we mult lay 
hold on: And this Saying as faithſul, and as to be ac- 
cepted by us, and — for us, and as our Claim 
made ſo, by God himſelt 


ven of God for our Uſe : So then, it. a poor Sinner be 


asked, What is the Ground of his Hope and Conſolati- 
on? He will anſwer, Chrift came to ſave Sinners: 
But if it be replied again, What Intereſt have. ye in 


this Saying ? The Soul muſt ſay, This Saying is ap- 
Pointed by God as my Security, which, therefore I 
am to lay hold upon, and on which I am to plead 3 and 


at can ——— i 2 never miſdoubt him 


; ſo muſt we build our Hopes 
upon it, and muſt believe it will do; ſeeing it is gi- 


I <8 ) 
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viterefore a Saying of Acceptation, a Saying to be lald 
hold on. But if Unbelief ſhall ſay, He came to ſave 
a few Sinners only; ye muſt ſay, Let Chriſt and you 
art betwixt you; he will defend he Validity of his 
wn Promiſe : This being all my Evidence, F am not 
to diſpute the Relevancy of them; For I know, Chriſt. 


would not ſtop a bad Security in my Hand for Salva- 


tion: Therefore I will believe my ſelf to be one of 
the Number of the Sinners Chriſt came to ſave; I will 
Put it up; and ſeeing this is the End, why it was faid, 
and given, that it might be received, I will receive 


= i, and lay hold upon it, and believe there ſhall be 
2 Fulfilling. . . | . 


_ * 12thly, The 12th Confederation, Chriſt is no other- 


wile offered, declared and received; than in his Word 


Of Promiſe ; Chriſt came to ſave Sinners, is the Saying 


' 


— 


plies with the Promiſe, fo it complies with Chriſt, 


another Title to the 
to them alr eady. | 


worthy of Acceptation: As the Heart therefore com- 


and cloſes with him. Whoever therefore ſhall hold, 
receive and welcome the Promiſe, receives and wel 
comes Chriſt : Whoever holds up the Promiſe, holds 
up Chriſt : When this Promiſe is offered, Chriſt is 
offered; when this Promiſe is given, Chriſt is given 3; 
Then, tho' ye cannot win to Heaven, nor Chriſt will 
not came to you; yet he comes in the Promiſe and 
Word to your Mouth and Heart : Your believing and 
welcoming of this Promiſe, is your coming to Chriſt, 


Let the Doors of your Faith and Acceptance lay hold 


en this Word, and ye have Chriſt ſure enough. Ye 


think, if Chriſt would fend you down a Promiſe from 


Heaven, whereby he were engaged to help you, ye 
think then ye would believe; Why, the very Bible 
is but a Bundle of Chriſt's Obligations to you, de- 
livered from Heaven, and ye need no other from 
Chriſt but this: Here thou may'ſt have the Anſwer 
of all thy Prayers: Refuſe not this by thy Unbelief 
and Peeviſhneſs then, and never trouble your ſelf with 
m than what Ged kath given you 


13th 
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. 43th cinſderarim, The Goſpel declares. Chriſt te 
Sinners in general, under an univerſal Notion as it 


were, and not to particular Perſons : The Goſpel abs 
rats from Elect and Repfobates, Humbled and Un- 


umbled; all that are called by the Name of Sinners, 


including all, and excepting none but Devils and righ- 
teous Perſons : Therefore, poor Soul to whom this 
Word comes, if thou be not N ſee thy ſelf in, 
cluded, and except not where Chriſt hath not excepted; 
no Exception therefore can be warrantably proponed; 
Why thou ſhouldſt not come. . TR : 

14th. Conſideration, Chriſt and Salvation by him, 
are freely purchaſed, freely offered, freely given ta 
poor _—— ; no Condition Here at all; no Condis 
tion of kriſt's coming to ſave Sinners, no Condition 


of this Offer, nothing to be done ere we lay bold on 


it; but whoſoever will, let bim come and buy without 


Money, and meddle with it as freely, as tho' God were 
bound by Debt to give it him, and as tho* he had 


purchaſed it with the Sweat of his Brows ; Here what 
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a fine Bargain Sinners are come to! „ 
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COLO OILY 


MEDITATION II. 


The Nature of the Goſpel handled. : 1 


HE Goſpel, if I miſtake not, is all one with + 
the new Covenant, Mark xvi.” 15. it is 'cal-; 


led a Covenant, in reſpect of Parties engaging; it. 


is called a' Promiſe likewiſe ; it is, called the new. 


Cope, becauſe the glad Tidings of ir are holden, 
forth to Sinners; it is called the New Teſtament, 
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fits therein bequeathed. And it may be defined, Tb 


Lord's gracious Promiſe to poor Sinners, conveyi 


Right unto them zpſeſus Chriſt and all his Benefits; 


requiring Faith as the Means to make this effectual, 
and actual Obedience for Thankfulneſs 3 but we ſhall 
ſpeak afterwards of the Condition of the new Cove- 
rant, improperly fox*called. From this Definition, 


. theſe Things ſeem evident, (1.) That all the poor Sin- 


ner's Happineſs is ina Promile. (2.) Thatitis in an 
abſolute Promiſe. (3.) That this Promiſe is to Men 
as, Sinners. (4.) That there is Right given them unto 
theſe Things contained in the Promiſe. (5.) That 
there is a certain Conveyance of this Right, or that 
this Right is not to them ſimply, but as it is declared 
and conveyed. 5 ö EF Er 
For $he\##:/t, It may be asked, Why the Lord would 

beſtow4he*Privileges of the new Covenant by way of 
Promiſe? Anſ. (I.) To ſhew his own Bounty; no- 
thing freer than a Gift, and therefore, Rom. iv. It's of 
Faith, or from the Object Faith, that it might be of 
Grace: The Promiſes then giving Jeſus Chriſt free- 
ly in ſuch ſpiritual Benefits, do hold out the Riches 
of the Bounty of God, the Mercies being great, and 
a Promiſe being the moſt magnificent Way to convey 
theſe Things unto the Soul, Eph. i. 4, 5, 6. (2.) Tis 
the Will of God to bring People off themſelves, or any 
Thing in themſelves, whether revealed or not, leſt any 
Man ſhould boaſt, 1 Cor. i. 31, He bath made him Wiſ- 
dom, &c. that no Fleſh ſhould glory: The Lord there- 
fore likes Faith well; becauſe a Man by it comes out 


of himſelf, and lives on and from another. ,{z.) The 


Lord will have ns depend on himſelf. and. his Word, 


before Light, Comfort, and every Thing: Theſe Pro- 
miſes therefore ſhew bur Life is not in our ſelves, but 


in another, on whom we therefore ſnould depend, be- 


lieve, love, and glory in. (4.) To affure us of the 
Certainty of the Things promiſed; as when we doubt 
ef our Friend, he gives us his Word upon it, and 
gives us his Bond and written Promiſe ; So the Lord, 

| to 
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Deen Falch inthe Hearts of his People. on himſelf; 


oth promiſe them ſuch Things as they want; which 
Promiſe is our Security, which we are to accept : * 
might be gathered from the Attributes of God's 
Power and Mercy; but p his breeds Quietneſs and 
Reſt ef Mind. (5. ) To particularize our Mercies un- 
to us; bence, though we could from general Notions | 
of God's Attributes have ſome. Hopes and Faith of 
general Things, yet could we not know for what par- 
ticular Mercy to believe, and in particular Strait 
would be left in the Dumps; but the Lord, to tell us 
that particular Good we may expect from him, hath. *: 
* condeſcended to promiſe that to us particularly: So 
that we know not only that we are to believe, but 
what we are to believe, not only that ye might believe, 
hut that ye might believe this Record, 1 jok. v. 10, 
14- (6+) To evidence the Lord's Faithfulneſs : For 
howſoever, by beſtowing Grace and Glory immediate- 
ly, he might evidence Mercy, Bounty, Power and- 
| Geadoalds yet this would not evidence his Faithtul- 
neſs; becauſe here were no Fulfilling of his Word: 
And therefore, that the Lord ailghe manifeſt ' his 
Truth, or the Truth of his Word, the Promiſes, Cc. 
the Sinner believes: He ſuſpends a long Time, till 
his Word be tried, and at laſt, through a Multitude of 
Improbabilities, and unexpectedly, it is fulfilled; which 
es the Soul to cry out and wonder at the Faithfyl- 
neſs ot God. (7. ) To beget juſt iy ing Faith; where- 
of the Promiſes are the Seed. 8.) To make the Mer- 
cy ſure unto the Faithful; for, had they it in Hand, 
they would ſoon waſte it, all Fleſh being Graſs; but 
God bath kept and ſecured their Mercies in an im- 
movable unchangeable, Word, ſettled for ever in the 
Heavens, and that ——— for ever, 1 Pet. i. 21. 
That therefore the Conſolation of the Lord's People 
might be ſecured and ſettled for ever, the Lord hath 
thought fit to ſecure it in a Word. Therefore, to 
comfort us in our Afflictions, theſe are as a Staff to 
hold us up from ſinking. Promiſeg are not only. 
Grounds of Faith and Hope; but of Rejoicing. 1 — : 
| ings 
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Things have I ſpoken, tbat our Foy might be fullj || 1 
1 John i. 4. Pſal. xxxii. 10, 111 003400 
Secondly, T heſe Promiſes are abſolute, in which the 
Happineſs of Believers doth conſiſt. Chrift came to 
fave Sinners, which is the Saying of Acceptation, is an 
abſolute Promiſe. Reaſons why the Lord makes Pro- 
miles abſolutely. (I.) To ſhow the Freedom of the 
Covenant of Grace, and the Bounty of God, the Rich- 
es of the Mercy he ſhows ſome, nay, his Bounty,. and 
fo ſhows the Promiſe in general, in that he is willing 
to. beſtow; but to give Riphe abſolutely to it, ſhows 
great Bounty; to give a great Bounty for a Matter 
much below the Worth of it, ſhows Freeneſs of Mind; 
but to give it freely, ſhows much Liberality: See 
therefore, wonder and admire the Lord's Freedom in 
his gracious Promiſe. (29 To take away all Grounds 
of Misbelief from a poor Sinner, to engage all to be- 
Heve; for if this were not, but if it were founded on 
any_ Thing in themſelves, here would be evermore 
Doubting, and no ſtrong Foundation for Believing z/ 
nor would the poor empty Sinner, finding nothing in 
himſelf, ever be made to believe; becauſe he never could 
ſee the Condition: Or if he did, his Faith would be 
weak. (3.) Becauſe this is the fitteſt Way to give a 
Claim and Right to all, ſo as, though ſome might ſes 
a Condition in them; yet all could not, would not ſes 
who ſee ſometimes nothing in themſelves : And there- 
fore, that all might have Ground to believe, the Lord 
hath given them an abſolute Right. (4.) To make 
ſuch as misbelieve inexcuſable, this ſhal] 'make the 
Obſervers of lying Vanities, ſpeechleſs, that they did 
- not embrace their own Mercies. This abſolute Right 
= ſhall make utterly inexcuſable, that-a Promiſe was 
left, and yet no Entering in becauſe oft Unbelief. (5.) 
J so make the Covenant of Grace ſure, to make it ſure 
both in its Riſe and Continuance ; therefore there is 
no Clauſe irritant. to keep from weeds and when 
Believers, there is nothing that ſhould looſe this Bond 
again: For it ig abſolute; and tho' we beſieve not, yet 


is he faithful that promiſed, (.) This appears, * | 
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che Condition it ſelf is promiſed. (7. ) In that the 7 
Scriptures make abſolute Promiſes the Ground of Be? 
lieving, 1 Tim i. 15. It's molt falſe to ſay then, that wo 
have nothing to do with abſolute Promiſes till we bes 
niere. e 8 71154055 
Tbirdiy, Theſe abſolute Promiſes belong to Men, 
as Sinners. Reaſon (1). Becauſe Sinners only are ca: 
able to receive ſuch: As when God promiſes the new 
| ory this cannot be meaned to them who actually be» 
lieve: Becauſe ſuch have it already; and therefore this 
were ridiculous to promiſe to give a Thing which they 
have. (2.) Becauſe the whole Strain of the Goſpel 
ue thus; fayes Sinners, recenciles Enemies, juſti- 
fies the Ungodly, gives Gifts to the Rebellious. (3. 
Becauſe Chriſt and Salvation to Men are relative 
Terms; and Men, as they correlate, can come under 
no other Notion than as Blind, Deſtreyed, Sick, Mi- 
ſerable, Ce. Seeing Chriſt is Light, Life, Phyſician, 
Health, Rightcouineſs, Cc. (4.) Becauſe Chriſt, i 
whom all the Promiſes are Tea and Amen, did pot res * 
reſent the World as righteous; but as fallen and de- 
itroyed : And theretore, dying for them as ſuch ; his 
Death as ſuch belongs to them. (5.) Becauſe here the 
Freedom. and Beunty of Grace ſhines moſt, and is ad» 
mired : For to beſtow great Things on me freely, is 
wonderful; but to-beſtow them on Enemies, and while 
Enemies; Wonder at this, © Heavens! (6.) Becauſe 
Sinners are commanded to believe : And therefore the 
Promiſes, which are the Seed and Ground of Faith, 
mult likewiſe belong to them, which were given for this 
End, that ye might believe. (7.) Becauſe we ought to 
draw near with full Aſſurance, which the Promiſes re- 
ceived, as belonging and made to ele& Sinners, can ne- 
ver be 2 Ground+to us; ſeeing our Election is uncer- 
tain to us, unt we be made actually to believe. 1 
Fourthly, That theſe abſolute Promiſes, thus made 
to Sinners, give them a Right unto the Thing promi- 
ſed : For clearing of this, I ſhall ſhortly ſhow, (t.) 
What Right this abſolute Promile doth give. (2.) Give 
lome Grounds, (3.) Loeſę ſome QbjeRions ; 9 1 
5 , the if 


„ 3 
the Point is material und weighty; yet diſficült, tn 
reſpect of the Multitudꝭ of Objectiops; that Satan ſeeks 
to muzzle and darken this Truth in. For the firſt 
then ; viz. What that Right is, which'the Goſpel- de- 
' Elaration doth give te Sinners, which is the Ground 
of their Faith ? A Right in general, is that, whereby. 
it becomes juſt and equal to the Perſon having this 
Title or Right, to feek, take, ee and uſe that 
Thing, whereuntp he. hath a Title. BY TOs 
There is, (t.) A natural Right, fuch a Right as 
God hath to all Creatures: Thus any Thing bought 
with Money, belongs unto the Buyer: Thus Men have 
Right to God, as a Creator. (2-) There is a Right in 
Conſcienee; which is, when it is juſt to claim a | 
Thing; and yet illegal or unjuſt to poſſeſs it: As he 
that hath a good Cauſe, hath in Conſcience a Right 
unto the Thing ; but becauſe of Intriccies ot Law, he 
he cantot immediately, as he whofe Lands are —.— 
by an illegal Poſſeſſor; the? he may ſeek his Right 
by Law, yet cannot immediately poſſeſs, or take up 
Mailsand Duties. (3-) There is a forenſical ſententi- 
al Right, which is conveyed to a Man by the Sentence 
of à lawful Judge, decerning, aſter lawful * 
. Flation; ſueh a Thing claimed te belong to the Perſon 
in whoſe Pavours it 98 (4+) There is a 
Right of Diſpoſition or Promiſe, not that which is ti- 
tulo oneroſo ; but lucrative, for that is natural: But 
this Right of Diſpoſition gives Ground to the Party 
to ſeek and take them when offered, and make Uſe of 
them when given. (5.) There is an actual perſonal 
Right, whereby the Perſon himſelt is clothed actually 
and perſonally with his Right ; er a real Right, which 
indeed is in Favours of a Perſon, but is in another 
Hand to his Behoof; and is not perſonally poſleſs'd 5 
becauſe neither actually transferred by the Giver, nor 


received by the Party: If this be their Lands, it is a 
Right of Poſſeſſion; called fo, in Reſpect of the Things 
contained in the Right, and in reſpect of the Right of 
 Dilpolition it ſelf, it is perſonal : When a Man then 

receives his Right in his own Perſan ; this Man hath 
. 4 , 4 
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Unre generate Perſons have not a ſentential forenſical 
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à perſonal Right; then he receives the Things to which, i 
he hath a Right, he hath a Right of Poſſeſſion, whether 
theſe Things be moveable or heritable. (6.) There 


is an aptitudinary diſpoſitive Right, which is oppor 
aps 


ſite to an hereditary Right, which is, when a Man 
hath a Right unto a Thing; hut, becauſe ot ſome per- 
ſonal, Indiſpofition or Impedimgnt, is not fitted actual- 
ly to meddle therewith, but is in Law uncapacitate 3 
theres to meddle as young Heirs, whg have Right 
to their Father's Eſtates, but are uncapacitate to med- 
dle, becauſe of their Years until their Majority, Gal. 
iv. 1, 2, 3. And this I take to be the Meaning of 
Rev, Xxii. 13, 14. not much different. LZafly, From 
that which they call a mediate and immediate Right: 
This they call, that, whereby a Man hath Right to 
poſſeſs a Thing immediately: That whereby a Man 
th Right unto a Thing; but is not to have it im- 
mediately, but by the Intervention of ſame Conditi- 
ons, and phyſical, not moral Cauſes. | _ 
Hence theſe Concluſions. (1.) Unbelievers and unre - 
generate Perſons have not an actual perſonal Right unto . 
the Promiſes, Rom. ix. 73 8. 1 Tim. iv. 8. for if the Pro- : 


' miles did actually belong to all unregenerate Perſons 3 


then it ſhould follow, God to be unfaithful, if fo be he 


did not perform them unto them. And this Mr. Bex- . - 


ter only, and no more, proves in his Appendix to his 
Aphoriſms of Juſtification. (2.) None, till they be- 


lieve, have any aptitudinary Right to Salvation; that 


Right whereby the Perſens are qualified, and that is 
by the new Nature, Col. i. 12. Wherevy they are made. 
meet for the Inheritance of the Saints in Ligbt. Rev. 
XXii. 13, 14. Hence the Keepers of the Commands of 
God, are ſaid to be meet to be Partakers of the Inberi- 
tance, or to have a Right unto the Tree of Life; but 
of this more aſterwards. (3+.) No Perſon hath a natu- 
ral Rig ht unto the Promiſes : God is by no Neceſſity 
of Nature to give any Thing to any of his Creatures 
For, who hath given bim, and it ſhell be repaid? ( 


Right, declaring them perſonally juſt, this being by. 
+= 5." | Faik 
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= Faith laying Hold on Chriſt (as a god Advocate) u- 
pon which the Lord pronounces in foro Conſrientiæ, 

that they are free, and doth judicially abſolve them; 
for if they be not actualh juſt, then are they not ſenten - 
tially juſt. The — cr of God is according to 
Truth; under a Sentence of Condemnation, therefore 
not under a Sentence of Kþfolution, 70h iii. 18. Rom. 
viii. 1. Eph. i. 13. but ander the Law, Hence, (5.) 
They have nat a perſonal Right; becauſe this is only 
received, which ey + Faith, by which this is recet- 
ved; they cannot be faid t&have'it : Perfonally under 
Condemnation, therefore not perſonally under juſtiſi- 
cation. (5:) None have immediate Rip ht to Grace and 
Glory; but all is through Chriſt, in wbom all tbe 
Promiſes are Tea and Amen. 2 Cor. i. 20. Epb. i. 4. 
Cal iti. 16. 2 TI. i. 9. Nay this Promiſe, Iwill give 
2 nem Heart, was given firſt to Chriſt, not to him as 
the Subject, to whom it was fulfilled ; but as the Sub- 
XR, for whoſe Sake it was to be fulfilled: : Nor Tthall 1 
fay, that any have Right to Heaven immediately, de- 
cauſe hot choſen but through Sancti fication, and Be- 
lief of the Truth. 1. Alt bave a Right of Promiſe and 
Diſpofition to ſeſus Chriſt, and all his Benefits. Rom. ix. 
4. by which theſe Things miy be faid'to belong unto 
them, and by which it ay be ſaid to be theirs: For 
theſe Promiſes are deblared to All. 2. All have a Re- 
lation to'Jeſus' Che iſt as a Saviour; he is the Saviour 
of all Men, and made legally of God, Viſdom, Nigbte- 
ouſnefs Sanfification and Redemption, that no Heß 
might glory + He is Life, and that Life is the Light © 
Men. Aud he is the Covenant f the Pecple, and their 
Salvation, and their Lord and Maſter. 3. All within 
the viſibleChurchare in real Covenant withChrift,and 
8 that of Grace, Rem. ix. 4. tho not inward, thoꝰ their 
WT Hearts have never cloſed with this Lord ſeſus: Men 

are really, though externally, married with Chriſt ; as 
2 Woman whole Heart is wedded with another; yet 
mW if externally married, is yet really married; and that 
1.3 HusÞind is her righteous Husband, tho' ſhe be not a 
Autitul Wite to him: So viſible Profeſſors, they — 
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of the Covenant; as many as are baptiſed into Chriſt 
as the Lord is thereby engaged to perform the Tenor 


liſhed Right: Hence Miniſters are {aid to publiſh glad | 


really married to, 4 1 not dutiful Spouſes 
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hence called Branches in him, Jobn xv. 3. 4. They have 
2 Right of Confirmation, in reſpect they have the Seals 


bare put an Chriſt, Gal. Hi. 27. 5. It is ſuch a Right, 


thereof, to them; ſo as there wants nothing to your 


Title, nothing to your Happineſs, but your receiving 


of it.” 6. It 1s an abſolute Right made to dinners, as 
through Chriſt their Repreſentative, to whom.the Pro- 
.mile was firſt made, and who is the Covenant of. the 
Peqple, to whom as | unto their Saviour (in whom their 
Hep is) all the Ends of the Earth ſhould lock and be 
Javed. 7. It is a-proclaimed Right, an intimate puh- 


Tidings, Rom. X. 5 Eph. Lil. 9 ; Rom. iii. 25 Whoeyer 
bath an Ear to hear, let him hear. Liſten, O .das, Cc. 
8. It is an ample ſure Right, having no Nullity in it at 
all, which is a conſtant Ground of Believing, a Cvenant 
Pelhordered in all Things, and ſure. It is a free ablolute 
Right; object not therefore the Non-performance of the 
Condition. it is made to Sinners; object not therefore, 
lam a guilty condemned Sinner: It is to thee, and 
thee only; it is by Chriſt thy Saviour offering what 
tis thine . to-thee. It is uniyerſal-to all that hear 
a 


it ; do not lay therefore, He means not me: Make no 


. Qbje&ion therefore, It is particular; ſay nat then, Ho 
:means not. me. It is conſtant ; ſay not therefore, My 


Time is gone. All the, Day long have I ſtretched out 
1 Hands: Now is the acgepted Iime. In a Word, 


ve have all Grounds of Beheving made out unto you: 


Whatever thou youldſt have For thy Security, thou 


haſt; do not therefore by thy Unbelief ſeclude thy felt: 
. Of all Mens Torments, thine ſhall be greatelt in Hell; 
Wo to him for eyermore, that ſplits upon, Unbelief, 


and looks on the Lordas-One deceitful.and ambiguous, 
after he hath given all imaginable Grounds tor x Se- 


Curity : What could thy Heart wiſh more for than this? 
Conftider theſe Grounds for ic. 1. Do not the ex- 
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prefs Words of Nb W much? Jonab ii. g. 
| They that follow lying Vanities, forſake their own Mer- 
ies. How could they be their own, unleſs they had 

{ome Right unto them? It's a frivolous Anſwer to ſay 
their own, becauſe they might be their own : For then 
any Thing may be ſaid to be mine, Heb. iv. 1. A Pro- 
miſe is left, and yet through Unbelief come ſhort, and 
this is not a Threatning ſimply; but à Thing that 
' Hath been, and may be, as it was to others before, 
Rom. ix. 4. It's ſaid that the Promiſe and the * 
on did belong unto the unbelieving Jews. Anſ. They 
belong to them in Profeſſion, be it ſo; yet really they 
belong to them. Some ſay, It ſeemed to belong to 
them : But contra *, The Scripture ſpeaks of it in 
ſuch a real Way, as it doth of other Fhirgs which re- 
ally are. They are theirs conditionally, 5 ſome; ſo 
do they to Turks, Indians and Pagans, if they believe: 
It doth not belong therefore until the Condition be per- 
-formed, no more than to him that hath no Condition 
made to him: So Heaven may be ſaid to be the Devil's, 
on Condition he can ſcale Heaven and poſſeſs, or if 
God would give him a Right thereto. 

Conſider, 2dly, Then the Covenant of Grace were 
not free; nor were the Ground pf our Hope purely on 
God for Remiſſian of Sins, if this were. 

Conſider, 34dly, Becauſe the Promiſes are made to 
ſuch, I mean, ſuch as have Ears to hear. Liften, 0 
es. Thele therefore that are called to hear the Pro- 
miſes and Tidings of the Goſpel, to them theſe Tidings 
and Promiſes do belong; but theſe are to Sinners, and 
under that "Conſideration, as I have proved already, 
Nom. 5. 7. Rom. 4. 4, 5, 1 Tim. 1. 15.1 came not to 
call the Righteous, but Sinners to Repentance. Mat. 

9. 12. Hoſe 14. 1. Tſe. 61. 3. It's the Ground of be- 
lieving, Rev. 3. 18. becauſe miſerable, bay, &c. And. 
Saints have made this the Ground of their Prayers. 

Conſider, 4thly, Becauſe the Promiſes are the Ground 
and Object of Faith, and therefore muſt be before — 
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2 of Faith; And Faith ſes and believes it no others 
wiſe than it . is ĩn ĩt ſelf: Now there can be no Comfort 
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in a general Promiſe at all. Ere Faith can apply ns 


as its own, it muſt ſee it as its own; If therefore I be 
not contained, nor meaned in this Promiſe, va. Chriſt | 


came to ſave Sinners; Tho' I accept it, this will not 


make it mine. To'take a Bond belonging tb another 


Man will do no good to me; nor can bea Ground of 


any Conſolation or Faith to me. What? ſhall I believe 


from ſuch a Word, it Ido not ſee it is to me? and if to 
me, then have I Right umto it. 1 Tim. 1. 15. doth e- 
vidently declare, that the abſolute Promiſes are Grounds. 


of Faith, @ Saying of Acceptation. The Eunuchs are 


commanded to lay, Hold on his Covenant. What is 

this? Jer. 31. I will give a new Heart. ; 
sthly, How can the Soul be in bona fide * to. poſſeſs 

or take that, to which it hath no Right? Faith would 


then be but an Uſurpifig; Therefore, when hy Faith 


we receive the Promife and Chriſt, neceſlary it is that 
we have a Title unto it firſt : Poſſeſſion follows a Right 
and Title. | t | * 
6thly, In reſpect God gives them this Title. I have 
given bim for a Covenant to the People, a Light unto 
the Blind. And He is made of Grd unto us Wiſdom, 


| Rigtheouſneſs, Sanfification and Redemption. 1 Cor. 1, 


31. That no Fleſh might glory. What God promiſes 
and gives to any, that is theirs. 7 
7tbly, If they had no Title in God, their Departing 


from him could not be called Adultery, Whoredom, 


Diſobedience ; a moſt certain Token, that the Lord 
is their real Maſter and Husband: If it were not fo, 


but in Appearance only; then their Departing from 
the Lord would be likewiſe in Appearance. One that is 


not really married to a Man, and commits Whoredom, 


doth not really commit Adultery ; but ſo it is, 4}- 


though I was a Husband wnto them. Put away thy 
Adulteries, ye Adultgrers and Adultereſſes, &c. 


Fer. iii. 
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gt, When Perſons, in their own Senſe uncanver 


ted, have, made this the Ground of their Coming: 
„Or thus, the Lord's Intereſt in a People, is the 


Foundation, 1. Of their Prayers for 


onverſion, 


Turn thou me, for thou art the Lord my God, Jer. xxxi. 
19. Wouldſt thou, O unconverted Sinner, have the 
Lord to turn thee, 
move him to this? Say as Epbraim, Turn me; fer 

. thou art the Lord my God: I herefere, God he was 


and canſt not know what ſhould 


their God; when the Man could not iay he was turned, 


2. It is the Ground of Turning and Coming to God, 


Jer. ii. 29. Behold we come; for thou art the Lord our 
God. Turn. becauſe I am married unto you. 3. It is the 


Grcurd of all Obedience, as in Exod. xx. may appear, 


1 am the Lord thy God; therefore have no «ther Gods; 
Tam a jealzus4 Gd. Are ye bound to obey God ? To 
turn to him? To be reconciled? Then the Lord is 
yours: For this is the formal Motive to this, Be re- 


Conciled 3 becauſe, Chriſt was made a Curſe for us, 
4. It is the Ground of all Glorying in the Lord, and 


not glorying in our ſelves, 1 Cor. i. 21. becauſe made 


the Righteouſneſs of G d to us : Therefore, whoever 


are bound to the. Duties, to them the Motives and 


Foundations of theſe Duties do belong: And there- 


fore, T fay with Nr. Bradford in one of his Letters, 


C As ſuch as thy Will is to obey. God, by Virtue of 

< that Command; Thou ſhalt have no other Gods, but 
4 ME: As certainly is thy Underſtanding to believe 
© that Declararion, I am the Lerd thy God. Shake 
te this, and ye ſliake all Faith and all Obedience, which 


cc arc, build ed upon this. 5 | 
Confider, gthly, They have no-other allowed Lord, 

or Portion, or Husband, therefore, but the Lord: 

Hence, not having any other but him, it follows that 


be is; the Soul being an Act, muſt have an appointed 
Object: This is not the Creature; Therefore it is 


God ; hence, he is called thefr Reſt and reſting Place. 


It is a good Ground therefore to cloſe with him. Oh, 
I hayę no other to comfort me, to depend on, to believe 
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ſtill, my People. . * 76 . 
11thly, They receive the Seals of theſe Promites ; 
therefore to them doth the Covenant belong, AF; ii. 
38. To you. the Covenant belongs, therefore be baptized'; © 

the Unconverted are baptized, therefore they are with- 
in the Covenant: Have ye Right unto your Lands, 
when ye are infeft in them? Then have ye Right un- 
to the Covenant of Grace, Baptiſm being a Seal there- 
of, or an Infeftment thereupon. Are ye in Baptifm | 
really bound to your Duty, which is one Part of your. 
Covenant ? Then is the Lord as really bound to you; 
therefore have baptized Perſons put on Chrift, and 
are baptized to his-Death, Baxter ſaith, It is a condi- 
tional Covenant, that Baptiſm ſeals. Contra *: That 
which the Lord calls his Covenant, is abſolute.. I wil | 


| be your God, will give a new- Heart. (2.) Heathens 


are under a conditional Covenant; for if they believe, 
they ſhall be ſaved. (3+) It is not only a Sign of Glo- 
race; called therefore the Laver of Re- 
generation, or their Title to it: Ergo, the Condition. 
it'ſelf is ſealed. (4) Baptiſm is a Seal given for con- 
firming of the Faith'of his People, that. he is their. 
God. Now, if it did but confirm this, If ye believe, 
ye ſhall be faved, it were no Comfort, nor need 


People Confirmation in this; becauſe few doubt the 


Truth of this conditional Promiſe. (5.) This is built 
upon this falſe and deſtructive Principle, That the Co- 
venant of Grace is conditional: Which is a Contra- 
di&ion in it ſelf, and which hath heen the Caufe of all 
the Unbelief; and ſo conſequently of all the Evil that 
hath come upon us. Mr. Baxter's Arguments, every 1 
one of them, may be anſwered with the Diſtinction 4 | 
5 — and perſonal Right, and legal, though real 
ght. | 5 ++ © 
.12tÞly, Becauſe the Lord hath Right to them; there- 
fore haye they Right unto him:They are Se 
l . there 


7 1 da is, On the other Hand 


9 a — 7 


I amis 3 and it 1 believe; he is mine; if my Maſter, 
then. I am his Servant; if my Wite, then am I her 
 Husband ; if mine, then I am his. 8 Fr 
. L2#hly, Haye not all Sinners, to whom the Goſpel 
. comes, as good a Right unto Chriſt, as the Jews, that 
flew a Mam at upawares, had unto the City of Refuge, 
as the ſtung Iraelites to the braſen Serpent, and as the 
Jews had unto their Lands at the Year of Jubilee, 
which were all Types of Chriſt? New look, though 
the City of Refuge was appointed to the foreſaid Per- 
| ſons, and they had a Right unto it; yet if they did 
{ not run thereinto, they could have no Benefit by it, 
0 Heb. vi. 18. And therefore theſe had Right to the Ci- 
1. z. of Refuge ; ſo haye poor dicreſſock Sinners to 
Chriſt; who is the City of Refuge, and braſen Ser- 
; Io; . 8 , 29 
14thly; Conſider, This clears the Goſpel beſt of 
Double-dealing, from which ſome learned Men do pro- 
fels it's above them todo; as indeed, in denying this, 
they will not eaſily do: For if all have not a Right to 
theſe Things, how can the Lord's Amballaders offer 
them to poor Souls? If therefore in themſelves theſe 
Mercies be not to me, neither can they be offered to 
me: It's unreaſonable to offer that to me, which in 
its Uſe is not for me, but deſtined for the Ele& : For 
this were to pervert the Nature and Uſe of a Thing, 
and this wou'd afford but ſmall Comfort : For, when 
I have received it, i have but received that which did 
not concern me. What will a Bond or Obligation, not 
made to me, nor belonging to me, avail me, though L 
take it and receive it ? But ſuppoſing all tohave an In- 
tereſt in the Yromiſes, this trees the Offer from any 
Double- dealing imaginable ; becauſe it declares Things 
belonę ing to th-mlelves, made theirs by the free Gift 
of them in Chriſt the Saviour of the World; and 
therefore bids them, by Realon of this, believe and 
accept their own. The Goſpel firſt publiſheth the 
glad Tidings of a Saviour to all; and then deſires at - 
to embrace and lay hold on it · Chriſt would not be- 


or therefore are mutually-relared ; if ſuch a Man be mine, 
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dow theſe Promiſes, elſd it 1% not n e 1 
theſe. for whom it is firepared.” vj 
15tbly, Elſe ye ſhall nover hou 6 clear Ground of Wy 

| Believing. Sure I am, this gives the mot clear” 
el | Ground of Believing, of ny; ; "Takes . e 2 
at | They are your -own +» F. 
e, Why ? They belong to you Gs = PEE nc O 
I ha ve no N ght, ſaid the Soul: let ye have; 


0 
he 
©, | 7s made f G 2 Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, &c, Even: 


;h | as the firſt Adam was invur Stead, and we were to 
v. | fall or ſtand in him: Even fo, The ſecond Adam ir 
made our Covenant by God, which the Goſpel de- 
it, | clares, and upon which Ground we are deſired to be- 
7. | lteve. And do we not by Experience find; that when 
to || poor Souls are called to believe, and embrace the Pro- 
miles 3; Oh, they are not mine, ſaith the 2 Soul, I 
have no Right fo them? But they are o ered to you, 
6 . | therefore receive them: Alas ! will the Soul ſay. if it 
>= | were to put out my Hands, and take it, I might de 
s, | ſomething ; but my Underſtanding being imployed, 
oO to believe there muſt not be fome authoritative* 
| yoga given for. this only; but likewife a rational 
ſe . | Ground, upon whieh the Soul muſt believe; Ye doubt 
9 if Chriſt be yours. Know it the Lord bath made him 
a vous: Your Part is to entertain and welcome him, 
r and receive pun own Mercies. 
16th}p, This doth make the Reprobate moſt inexeu- 
fable; and makes their Torments in Hell very juſt, and 
vex them exceedingly ; when they ſhall be made to 
know, that they had as good Right to Chriſt and Hea- 
ven, as they to had heir — and Eſtates, in which 
they were infeft : They only ſtarved for Hunger, becauſe 
they would not eat this Meat; were condemned, be- 
cauſe they would not lay hold on their Pardon, now 
preſenttheir Diſcharge : Died in Priſon, becauſe they 
would not come out. 
17thly, This ſhews the Freedom of che Covenant of 
Grace moſt : If our Rights depend on Faith; then. 
the Covenant of Grace were not free: For that Cove- 
nant, which requires a moral Condition, is not free. 
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this it will follow, that the Lord 
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Blob bizgwo. Accord. I anſwer, By: 
is free in working of 


is 
Wich; Wg ie bis Promiſe; in his Covenant : And 


therefore,” tho*his Agions and, Works were of Grace; 


et his 'Promilgs were not of Grace: If the Lord's 
Working of Faith of bis own Accord, made the Co- 
vengnt of Grace free; then this likewiſe were a free 
Fenapt.. Pull the Sun aut of the Firmament, and 
give away your Eſtates, Lives, Fortunes, and do all 


What I command with a .perte& Heart, and that for 


k nn i tel wok — — — — 
"F i e Upon their own Terms. Numb, Sxiiie 20 


ever; ſuppoſing that God did work this Condition in 
ſome few, as he might; unleſs God promiſed to work it 
in them, and thenit were free. £10 | 

18thly, And this is the Way to make the Word of 
Grace very ſure, and to give undoubted Grounds of 
Believing. All the Grounds of Believing, are Feſterers 
of Doubting, but this: Tell: them, Chriſt came to 
ſave Sinners; this is elect Sinners: How know 
it is me? Tell them, If they believe, they ſhall- 
he ſaved: They will ſay, Believe; But what? Hence 
they cannot believe ; becauſe they ſee not What 
to believe: Tell them of Chriſt's Good-will ; Oh it 
is not to me: Tell them, they are commanded to be- 
lie ve; True, ſay they, this maks it Duty; but what 
ſhall convince my Underſtanding ? Tell me whay'?” 
Take Chriſt, and he will be yours: Wo to that Man, 
that hath no other Title to Chriſt' or Heaven,. bat his 
Faith, or Love. Some ſay, If ye be willing to have 
Chriſt, he is yours, and ye ſhall be eternally bleſtwith/ 
him; but this is moſt falſe » For many are willing to 
have him, that through Unbelief ſhall never get him . 
Beſides, there will be multiplied Objections againſt; 
their Willingneſs; as, I will not with all my Heart, 
wilt not him alone: But now, ſuppoſing; this, Ground- 
laid; when a poor Sinner enquires to be ſaved, What: 
he ſhall do ? Anſwer, Receive the Lord Jeſul. 0. 
jecth u, What have I ado with Chriſt, and on-what 
Ground ? Anſ. I be Father hath 23 bim to: thee-for 
« Light,He is thine own. Obj. But this isbut-to feu. 
Anſ. It is to all who hear it; and therefore to theey 
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grves Promiſes that ſhall: never be fulfilled to them. 


o, becauſe, unleſs they 
} give Bond to a Perſon for a 


that will not take it. God makes a Promile ; but adds 
this; Ualeſs ye believe, ye ſhall not be eſtabliſhed. Obj. 
All. Promiſes are made to Believers and Holineſs. I 
anſwer, There is a twofold Promiſe, (1.) A Promiſe 
that begets Faith, and this is the free Gitt of Righte- 
ouſneſs, which ye ſee, 1. Tim. 1. 15. Rom. 4. 5. Jer. 
31. 32. And there is a Promiſe to Faith, Rom. 5. 23. 
The firſt begets Faith, the other ſtrengthens Faith. 
In the firſt, the Sinner hath a Right to lay hold on that 
Premiſe ; In the ſecond, the Believer hath Ground 
of Expectation of the Promiſe. (2.) The Promiſes 
belong to Piety too; I grant this Right is cumulative, 
not pri vative. Obj. Then a Man ſhould be condem- 
ned and juſtified at one Time: Condemned, as wy 
Unbeliever is; and cleared, in reſpect of the Promiſe 
and free Gift. - I have anſwered this Objection largely 
ellewhere ; but yet know, that in divers Reſpects they 
may: As firit, actually and ſententially they may, 
tho! legally in Chriſt they are reconciled. : As a Man 
denounced for Rebellion, to whom a Suſpenſion and 
Diſcharge of the Debt is purchaſed-; this Man is actu- 
ally at the King's Horn, and a Rebel; and yet in re- 
Ces of the Suſpenſion purchaſed, and by Relaxation 
— purcha- 


* 


«£5 By l 10 E. ks \ 
= ure | be 14 the * übject : So it is here, 
e Condemnation ;- yet 2 
n_ Diſcharge is purchaſed, and" Stfpention and Relaxation 
co pcm Chit, and arc legally free. 0bj. 
> > But, is it not ablarg” to fay, that God ſhall be ingazed 
*20 give that which he never intends to give? Anſ. 1. 


4 1 4 he Seriptute faith, He that believeth uct, makes God 


is Liars 2. This declares but the Sinner's Claim d 


Fl Title, not 2 Prophecy what he will do. 3. God gave 


ie Land of Canaan to the Iſraclites, who never entred * 
"Into it, Ezek. xx. 15. ſo doth he give Heaven: A Pro- 
miſe may be left, and yet coming ſbert through Un- 
helief. 4. The Performance of the Condition, is u- 
= a moral phyſical Condition, tho' the Right it ſelf 
de not but abſolutely given. Obj. St ill the Covenant 
is conditional; For, wnleſs ye believe. ye ſhall not bs 
eſtabliſhed ; this is equivalent to them that make'Faith 
the Condition of it. I anſwer, It will not follow; be- 
cauſe Faith and Works are not required as moral Con- 
ditions, but as phyſical: Tho I give Bond for a 
Thouſand Merks, it's true, if my Creditor do not re- 
ceive the Money, but ſhall refuſe it, he ſhall never 
have it; and yet the Bond is abſolute: Therefore the 
Right and Claim is abſolutely given, yet the Fruits of 
It is given upon Condition of Faith; hereby ye have 
Ground to plead out your Right. 06j. Here is no 
Advantage for all his Title; if be do not believe, he 
Thall periſh ; and what greater Comfort is here? I an» 
ſwer with Paul, Rom, iii. 3. Much every Way ; be- 
cauſe ye haye a Claim aud Title, and hereby are im- 
powered to lay hold on, and claim and poſſeſs all ſpi- 
ritual Mercies : And tho* this Bond be never made 
effectual, which is accidentally occaſioned, through 
your wilful refuſing of it by Unbelief; yet the Pro- 
miſe, Offer of it, and Claim to it, is in it ſelf a Mercy, 
0bj. They are only to the Seed, Rom. ix. 7, 8. therefore 
Not to all; theſe are only the Children of the Promiſe. 
An. It is ſo, in reſpect of divine Intention, intendin 
it only for their Good; not in reſpect of external leg 
Peſtination. Obj. What Advantage hath the * 
ö then 
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- anſwer, T he Belie ver bath an menen 


as he is legally free, ſo is he u ee The Bolide 2 
Ne but Hkewiſe in 
not periſh. | The one is afſuredfully of Heaven, and = 


ver hath not only Meat in the Heut 
his Belly; and therefore ſhalkfeed hi 


'which is to be made effectual through his 
of: 0j. 1 have no inward Call. I "anſwers * 
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Rule of Faith is God's ſpeaking in the Werd, 86, i 


the Heart. Obj. I am not humbled nor ; 
therefore not fit to believe, Mat. xi. 28. A#fſ, Theſe 
are the Qualifications rather of theſe that will come, 
than of theſe that ought to come, or have a- Right to 
come. This is again eumulative, not privative 3 he- 
cauſe the Wearied and Heayy-laden are bidden 
come, therefore, none elſe z it will not follow. Rev. 
iii. 18. Theſe that know not they are miſerable, are 
-bidden come. D DON 1.2 RS Ig 

Fifthly, That there is a certain Canveyance of this 
Right unto them, to whom it belongs, which is that 
Way, Channel, through, and by which theſe Things 


are made theirs; which in Law is called the'Convey- 


ance and Progreſs of it: Whenee it comes to paſs, that 
Men, and not Devils, viſible Profeſſors, and not Indi- 
ant, have thereby Right which others have not. 
Queſt. How is the Right and Title conveyed and 
made ours? Anſ. Theſe Ways : By Jeſus Chriſt, his 
undertaking from Eternity for the loſt World, where» 
= Man Joſt, undone and deſtroyed, were by Jeſus 


riſt undertaken for; who came in their Place, and 


took Burden for them: That look as a Debitor is really 


ablolved, when a Friend tranſacts and gives Surety for 


him, and retires his Bond, though this be unknown 
to himſelf; ſo condemned guilty Man, by the Lord je- 
ſus his undertaking for him, is thereby abſolved and 
freed, 2 Cor. v. 21. God hath redeemed us from the 
Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us. He who 
was the Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of the World. 
If ye ſeek me, Let theſe go free» 3. When W 
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eee Covenant with you that are — 


aten after you. Hence, Leys 


nediacd to offer 0p: Titbas in Abrebam ; and all are faid 


in the firſt Adam: That look as a Man 


Nes of bis Poſterity, his Heirs, and Succeſſors: 
ven {oy-When our Fathers according to the Fleſh did 


Wage With the Lord, we who are their Children, and 
Wers chen än their Loins, were likewiſe engaged; and 


as we in them became his People, ſo did the Lord in bo- 
Eeming our Fathers God, become our God likewiſoe; 
abe Covenant belenging te you and your Children. 
3. The Lord gives us Right to him, and to all 
his Benefits, in the Ordinance of Baptiſm z the 
Vſe and Privilege of which is ſo little known in 
the World, Gal. 3. 25. As many as ere baptized into 
Chriſt, have put on Chriſt : And hence are ſaid to be bag- 
taxed to bis Death; As when a Man gets Infeftment 
and Saſine in the Lands, he by that acquires Right in 
the Lands, tho he do not poſſeſs them: Even ſo Bap- 
tilm being a Seal ot the Covenant; hence who have the 


Seal, have the Thing ſealed. Oh that we knew our Pri- 


wilege by Baptiſm, Gen. 17. This is my Covenant, 
&c. 4. In the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which 
is a Seal of the Lord's Body and Blood, given for Remiſ- 
fon of Sins : Hence whoever take the Bread and Wine, 
do really and ſaeramentally receive the Lord Jeſus, 
Ye lay ye want the Lord [eſas,and cannot get him; Oh 
come to this Ordinance, and take him, and receive 
him; take but this Bread and Wine, which is ſubſtitute 
for him, and is ſacramentally Himſelf, and ye receive 
himlelf, and in it diſeern the Lord's Body: If by Faith 


ſeeing this, ye receive it, ye receive the Lord ſeſus; 


and when thou doubteſt, haſt thou Chriſt or 
ask thy Heart, as thou received the Lord's Supper, 
Take, eat, this is my Body: A Man's receiving of In- 


feftment, is his receiving of his Lands. 5. By the 


Sonnd of Preachipg, whereby the Lord doth give and 
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pro- 
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aim Remiſfion of 12 through hid) BIN 2l- 
—— hath Ears to hear, by n — 
reached: unto you: As when We 

ight unto. a Thing, we ſay, Voar a; greats 
= ; and this Promiſe made, gives th 2 
to take it, — it, and uſe it; ſo the Le 
ed Goſpel by his Sorvants gives bhimſe to thai thas. 
hear ; the Ward 3 it near thee, in tby Nau 3s 


ly the Lord Jeſus, in that Mord thus ſounding in thine! * 
Ear, is conveyed to thee: The outward: Sound isthe 
Sound of Jeſus Chriſt, his Word is himſelf. 6. By Provis 
dence, look as we do to theſe to whom: we:pive Night, 
wo put and deliver the Papers. into their Hands e Sd 
the Lord hath, by his Providence, put our — 
our Hands: How io? Have you a ? Ves; then 
this Voice being to thee, aa the Promiſes of etegnal 
Life being in thy Poſſeſſion, thou haſt: thereby received 
thy Right as really as the Creditor, that hath his 
Bends and Obligations in his Hands, hath recei vad 


Night unte his 


of Commands in thy Bible: Receive not therefore the 
See of God in van. This ſhould make us prize ths 


deriptures z in having them in our Hands, we are 
empire —— — Hath a Man Ri Fe 
to Lands, that hath his:Charters and Safines in 
Gbeſt'? Thou queſtions chy Right to Heaven, and — 
hald, thou in thy Hands God's Obligation and 
Promiſe of this — Taſtly, In making the Heart 
gordiuny and fully cloſe with the Lord Jeſus, then is the 
Man perſonally and cordially poſſeſt of Chriſt, a 
_- Right is thereby not S — and. — 
— An Woh y and effectually ona. 
voy 
 Thferences from this Doctrine, Firft, Hence ſev, whas 
kathe firſt Thing the Goſpel. nn d 
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ney, and upon this hath as greas 
Ground to believe, as thou ball Righe toobey becauſe - 
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CR co) 
©B Pier che Promiſes abſolute, are not meerly Pres; 
= peck, er Hiſtories of what are, or will be; fas are 
_ mc Declaations of a Sinner's Title, not enly deelaring/ 
ners eme; but what is every ones Title. 
bee Faith doch not give Right to the Covenant 
oe; but poſſeſſeth a Man of his Right. 
. Fhat God is the firſt Contracter in the Covenand 
ef Grace, and not Man. 82 ye 41 
. That: the Goſpel, properly and ſtrictly, hath 
Re. Condition moral at all; becauſe, as I ſaid, it is abſo- 
lite, and it is a Declaration ot the abſolute Right made 
dy the Lord to Sinners; and Faith is not the Condi- 
tion, though it be the Means to make theſe Things 
diſponed to us beneficial and effectual: And though it 
be true, that without Faith there is no Salvation; yet 
this will not infer, nor prove, that the Covenant of 
Grace is conditional, no more than when I give Bond 
to pay a thouſand Merks Money to a Perſon, to whom: 
| Fow dit; is that Bond conditional? becauſe if he re- 
fuſe Payment, or will not take it when offered, it ſhall: 
not. be given, nor ſhall he have any Benefit thereby. 
6. That this is the great and main Difference be- 
twixt the Covenant of Grace, and the Covenant of 
Works. In the Covenant of Works, Man's Duty was. 
firſt, and he was primus in Obligatione, or firſt in Ob- 
ligation; and God's Part was next: Do thou, which 
was Man's Part; And thou fhalt live, which was God's. 
Promiſe, came afterwards': But in the Covenant of 
Grace, the Lord is primus in Obligatione, and is firſt» 
bound, by which an abſolute Right and Title is convey- 
ed, and which is the Ground and Foundation of the 
Souls Duty; and then Man's Part comes next, which 
is Believing and T hankfulneſs : For though, as to the 
Event, the Promiſe is conditional, not morally 5 yet 
as to the Promiſe it ſelf, as far as it confers Right, it 
is abſolute, as in ſs. Chap. 7. 9. The Lord promiſes 
abſolutely be will deliver tbem, and confound Rezin, 
and Pekab the Son of Remaliah; this is the firſt Thing: 
Then is Believing the Duty required next, which this 


Kreyiſion, that if they wil net believe, they ſpot 2 bs 
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Diffidence in our ſelves 3 but truſting to perform, from 


Now there being ſuch a Promiſe, the Soul then belie- 


— TY * 5 * 


eſtabliſhed. He doth not ſay to Aba, Birb_— 
I will put away Pekab the Son of Reman FRO. 7 
promiſes firſt, and then requires BefF‚ 
them, that if this they do not, it ſhalf riot de i 
7. That in our Reſolutions to do B ey muſt 
ariſe, not ſo much from any Grace receiver ERRTTTS 
hoods to perform what we promiſe ; hut mulbre s 
ſolve, as confident in the Promiſe of Gol ‚ wars” 
requires ot every one of us a Promiſe to fervehimg Þ 
with all our Hearts, againſt Sin, Satan, Fleſh"and'the® _2 
World; ſometimes we find in our ſelves a Willingwes 
and a Frame of Spirit pliable to this: Then we 2 12-4 
Deut. 5. 29. Jer. 2. 19, 20, but at other Times we find 
not our ſelves able; and therefore, being diſcouraged, 
we dare not promiſe. Both are wrong; we ſhould in 


both theſe Cafes, promiſe, not out of any Confidence or 


Mt 


the Conſideration of God's Promiſe to work it in us, 
as knowing the Lord will keep his Word: As ina Con- 
tract of Marriage, a Man may promiſe to infeft his 
Spouſe in toxty Chalder of Victual, tho' he have not 
a Farthing himſelt; if his Wife's Friend be firſt in the 
Obligation to give him 2 hundred thouſand Merks ; 
decauſe he then promiſes, out of Confidence, that 
when they have performed their Parts, he may then, 
through that, be in a Capacity to perform his Part. 
There is nothing that the Lord requires, but he hath 
firſt promiſed to fulfil and to do, and work it in them: 


„ will perform what he hath promiſed, out 
of Confidence of this, though he can do nothing him- 
ſelf; be promiſes it ſhall be done: Hence, turn me, and 
1 ſhall be turned. Quicken us, and we will call. 
Through God we ſhall do valiantly. I will run the Ways 
of thy Commandments, when thou haſt enlarged my 
cart. Iwill do all Things through Ehrift tbat ſtrength< 
neth me. „ = 2 nnn 3 ; 
8. That this Right is the Ground and Foundation 
of all Duties and Worſhip, &c. Hence be ig thy Lord g 
turn, becauſe married and redeemed, | 9 Th 4 + 


* 


1 ez = 
ed — ow wc. 
n 9 CG * 

3 


— 
- 


— 


” 1 
*%y ua 4 A 
'S o 
Jo L a 
as oe Pr 
= 
- 
= 1. © 


V "iy 


10. Then ſee hence, the great Uſe of Ba 


m doth not ſeal a conditional Cove-i 
pat ion, ſuch as this, If tbon believe, thou 
ped; but an abſolute Propoſition, ſuch 


Warr he: e 


| $ N | ibis, 355 be thy God; which Propoſition gives 


Kiaht unto a poor Sinner, contrary to Mr. Bax 

2 3 wp #42 beſides what I have faid- = 

e Becauſe Scripture makes an abſolute Propo- 
1 7 the d's Covenant; This is my Covenant, 1 
if give a new Heart, and ] will be tbeir God: Now 
iſm doth ſeal the Covenant. 2. Becauſe Seals are 
yen for Security, and to confirm Covenanters in the 
Fach of the Covenant, to aſſure them; but there is no 
Need of Aſſurance in the Truth of a Conditional Pro- 
poſition, fuch as this, , thou believe, thoa Halt be ſa- 
ved ; becauſe few queſtion this: Therefore it muſt be 
ſome other Thing, vix. Whether they have Intereſt 
in God or nat, which the Lord by his Seals affures 
them of. 3. Becauſe no more Benefit comes to me by 
this than to a Turk; becauſe if a Turk believe, he ſhall 
be ſaved : Now it's abſard that Baptiſm doth confer no 
Privilege to us at all: For, whether bar or not, 

tis true, if we believe, we ſhall be ſaved. 4. Baptiſm 
is called the Laver of Regeneration it ſelf, and ſeals 
Grace it ſelf, as well as Glory hereafter, or upon Con- 
dition of Grace. 5. Becauſe, by Baptiſm, we are 
baptized to Chriſt's Death, through which Sin is ſlain 
and crucified, and by which we are to reckon our ſelves 
dead to Sin; this we were not to do, if it did ſeal a 

conditional Promile. EF? >, ene Fin 
im, and 


the mad Cruelty of the Anabaptiſts, that den 


ies poor 
Souls their Right or Seal; Aittle know they wharthey 


do. 
11. That Baptiſin doth not give Right but ſeals 
and confirms, and aſſures of Right given by the Cove- 
| nant of Grace. 


12. That Souls ſhould not labour to make a Right, | 
or get a Right to Chriſt ; but to receive it, ſee it, be- 
eve it, and make aufe of it. God hath given thee 
at, 1 Cor. 1. 31. e entertain 2 


* 


4 "8 $1 5 
1 e E | 
— 3. Thit jult{fying Faich juftifies 2eclafartyAy - i 
„ 1 J, by letting him ſee what he is in Chriſt eſüs, 9 
ow | what in Reſpect of the Goſpel, that declares to Him- 
are miſſion of Sins. 5 $a." %- * , Y 
14. That the Cauſe of a Man's Condemnation. is 
no | not of God, or becauſe they have no Chriſt, nor Grace, 
ro- | nor Right, nor becauſe they cannot go to Heaven; no: 
ſas | What then? Here's it, they are Sed with Chriſt, and 
all Mercies, by a Word in their Hands, Mouths, and 
eſt Hearts and this they will not believe: It is not for 
res | WantofaPrice, but for not buying with the Money; 
by | not for; Want of Chriſt, but for not improving, of 
ws Chriſt : They have a Well of Conſolation ; but they 
no Will not ſee this, will not draw out of it: They have 
pt, Meat, but they will not eat, therefore ſtarve: A Diſ- 
ſx charge they, have, and a Title; but they will not pre- 
als ſent it, will not lay hold on it, and therefore is Sen- 
Ns tence execute aFainft them: Priſon Doors are open; 
re but they will not come out, and therefore die there, 
and become the Devil's for ever: Garments they 
25 have, but will not put them on: A Parden, but will. 
#1 not lay hold on it, cannot believe it. 
| 15. See hence what Faith is; the Believing and par- 
d ticular Application of the Promiſe of Chriſt and al 
_ ipiritual Benefits: And the Seeing, Knowing, and 
V elieving of this, and the cordial Receiving of, and 
and-Entertaining in the Heart, and Uſing this for our 
Is Advantage at all Occaſions. 1. It ſees this, 24 Afe 
e- ſents to this. 3. Believes on Chriſt for Reign 
* through this, 4. Takes it when offered. 5. Uſes it 
t, for Pardon, Peace and Toy. | RE 
_s 16. See hence, how the Covenant of Grace is free, 
0 vg. in that it beſtows a Right freely, as is before ex- 
ts | 
E 


7 — 


C43 1:8 
axs believe the Promiſe, and plead from it, and 


, 


a” 


4 


plained. ? 2 é | 
17. Learn hence to expound conditional Promiſes z 
Except ye believe, ye ſhall not be ſaved : Not as though 
Believing were the Condition of the Covenant of 
Grace; but becauſe eventually we ſhall never be bene- 
8 . ted, 
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_— ted, unleſs we morally believe: For though we ne: 
ver get Benefit of our Land, unleſs we nolſes, manure 
_ - and labour it; yet our Poſſeſſion is not the Condition 
| : eit is diſponed to us. The Coyenant of 
Grace isour Charter, by which we have Right to our 
| EF Inheritance ; Faith is that, by which we know, ſee and 
_ polls our Rights, Works coming from, and done in 
; aith, is that whereby we manure, and labour, and 
| fit our ſelves and Portion for us. | 
| 18. This is mar vellous Conſolation to poor Souls, 
that know not what to do, that doubts of their Intereſt 
in Chriſt, or ſay, I have nothing ado with him, he is 
not mine, how ſhall I get him? Oh here he is at thy 
Hand, Jeſus Chriſt, with all his Benefits, in thy Heart 
and Mouth; So that thou need not go to Heaven, or 
Hell for him; and not only ſo, but He Chriſt made 
thine, and come _ unto thy Soul. 1. Cor. 1. 31. Oh, 
therefore, receive not this Grace in vain, deſpiſe not 
thine own Mercy: Thou need not put out thy Hand, 
he is come to thee ; thou needs not enquire, how ſhall 
I get him made mine? God hatly done that to thy 
Hand; only welcome him; ſay content to the Bargain; 
give thy Lord the Keys of all that is in thine Houſe; 
labour to ſee this, uſe him well, pleaſure him; by this 
Title plead with God, rejoice in it, truſt in it, glory 
in it: When thou ſecs. and underſtands this Myſtery, 
Heaven is begun in thy Sdul. | 12 11 
109. Here fee how Faith makes God All; how Un- 
belief makes God @ Liar, by denying this Title, ſay- 
ing, ft cannot be, God hath given Chriſt to me. 


FFC 
Meditation on Faith. 


5 7 briefly conſider theſe Things. 1. The Necef- 

| I ſity of Faith. 2. Why God did command Faith. 
3. The Advantages of it. 3 

For the firſt then. 1. God hath choſen Faith to bo 
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. ence on Sanctification and ſpiritual Life. 


F 


.C $ 5 ) | . 2 . 
the Channel of all Gd beat it debaſes Man thiol} | 23 . 


and brings him off himſelf to God. 2., It ho 
Lord moſt, his Love, Power and Good will and b 


whoſo believes, glorifies God: Faith ay ſpeaks 3 
of God, 3+ Faith is neceſſary in reſpe& of its AH 


cation by Law; as ye know, if a Malefa&or or Murde- 
rer, that · is called to anſwer the Judge, be condemned; 

if he have the King's Pardon, he is to propone it, elſe 
he periſhes: So Faith is the good Advocate, that pro- 
pones the Act of Pardon, when conveen'd and called 


to anſwer for Sin; it is not the Pardon that will do the 
Turn, but as it is proponed and pleaded, and laid 
Hold on, in reſpect of Life, or in reſpect of its Influ - 
Faith is the 
molt fit, 1 Per. 1. 3. Whereby we are made Partabers 


the Divine Nature: For as Fire will not burn, and 
Meat will not feed, unleſs it be applied and eaten; even 
ſo, no more will Promiſes comfort, ſtrengthen and 


ſatisfy, unleſs by Faith made Uſe of and applied; 
then the Meat feeds them; 2 Chriſt eaten, doth 
feed; and the Soul lives by him, who is the Bread 
that came down from Heaven. 5 

_ 2dly,- Why doth the Lord command us to believe? 
(1-) To ſhew his Earneſtneſs that we ſnould believe; 
then he uſes Aut hority. (2.) To put us out of Doubt, 
that we may lay hold on Chriſt : If -Chriſt were only 


offered, and we deſired, there might be ſome Ground 3 


of Doubting; but now the Lord commanding. it, there 
is no Colour left, ſo as now the Soul hath no Excuſe, 
when it cannot but think it Juſt to obey God. (3.) To 
make the Wicked inexcuſable. (4.) God, by Commands, 
gives and conveys a Power: And therefore uſes this 
as the Vechile * thereof; Stretch forth thine Hand. (5.) 
To load theSoul under the Evil of Unbelief, Why? be- 
cauſe it is not only Fooliſhneſs, but Madneſs. 
- 3dly, What is the Advantage of Faith? What more 
hath theSoul than it had before, ſeeing. as I faid,theCove- 
nant of Grace givesa Right? What avails Faith Fob 
| . . ach 
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"i T hat is the Mean of Conveyance. 
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( ereby thou gloriſies God ex- 
ingly; He that believeth, glorifieth God. (2.) 
by thou pleaſes him moſt: This ig the Work of God, 
at ye believe. (3.) Thou ſhalt be hereby perſonall 
d, which before thou waſt not. (4.) The Promi- 
ſes are then ſecure to thee: Theſe Promiſes, which he- 
fore declared bur thy Title, ſhall now "ll Hrs 


God will do ; now thou ſhalt be out of all Hazard, 
(5+) Theu ſhalt hereby be ſtrengthned to do Duty; 
it is Meat received and eaten that ſtrengthens, not 


| Meat in the Houle. (6.) By this thy Spirit ſhall be 


kept in Peace and Joy, which before it could not be, 
as doubting of the Event. In whom believing, ye re- 


22 with Joy unſpeakable, 1 Pet. 1. 8. (J.) Thou ſhale 
an Encourager of others, when they ſee thee walk - 


ing cheerfully. (8.) This will keep thee with God: 


Thou ſhalt call upon me, and ſhalt not depart from 
me. = 
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MEDITATION II. 


On the Goſpel-privilege of Jus Tr 


CATION. 


ANY intricate Queſtions are moved concerning 

the Article of Juſtification, and great Con- 
fuſions have thereby ariſen; and there is ſcarce any 
TER „in which we ſhould be more clear, than in this 
0 n . * 
I will only (peak to theſe. 1. How Faith doth juſti- 
fyz-2. When is a Sinner juſtified. 3. How God may 
Sto juſtify. 4. How God pardons Sins in the 
Conyerted. 5. Whether in Juſtification, all Sins, paſt, 
8 preſent, 


/ 


„ 


ſon of all the Miſtakes in this Article. 
tion, whereby Sinners in ſeſus Chriſt are abſolved from 
and coming in Place of the loſt World, and gaye his 


And the Juttifiarion is nothing but the firſt For 


e *; H 21 * a of owe 


preſent, and ts come, are p «> 6. How 1 * 
tance and Works concur to Juſtification. 108 
For clearing of all theſe Queſtions, which arg: 


uſeful, Frhink it fit to 1 f a fourfold uſt | * t ; | 


the confounding of which, took upon as 


1/2, There is a legal, fundamental and real Juin: 


their Sins, in Jefus Chriſt tranſacting from Eternity, 
Hand and Promiſe to ſatisfy Juſtice 3 whence he is cal- 
led, The Lamb ſlain from the Foundation of SF 
World, in whom they are bleſſed with all Ble 
which was in Time exhibited, promiſed, an 4. | 
red, and freely iven to all that heard him; and, ac- 
cording to wich Condeſcendence, the Son of God 
by bis Death take away the Sins of the World, bears 
ing them in his own Body: This was the Pardon | 
purchaſed. © 

-"2dly, There is a N Juſtification, which ba 
the Soul's Union with Chriſt, it hath : For, Chrift b 
ing juſtified in the Spirit in Behalf of his Being, 27 
they by Faith cloſing with him, they in him are a&u> 
ally juſtified ; and laying hold on the Promile, are 
thereby perſonally juſtified 3 as a Man that hath bi 
Pardon in his Hand, can hold out againſt the Law 


don applied; and becauſe it's by Faith this is 
plied, hence we are faid to be juſtified by Faith. 
34h, There is a dvclurktive, intimate a i 
which theſe that are converted have;after they haye 4 
ned, and for which Saints pray daily; and whic 
than faid to David, God bath likewiſe taken away 
Sin, which is the Puniſhment God as a Pu: 1 
not as a Judge 7 and of which 3 bay. not, 
rs when he ſaith, Faith alone 26th web ir 2 7 
atbly, There is a final, compleat, open, pu ck and 
declarative Tuſtification, which will be at the laſt jy $ 
all theſe four es of Hare. Fai are evidently 25 


bnd mental Righteouſpeſs and Juſtification, doth 

þ oF | 1 declaratively, by ſeeing our ſelves juſtified in 

P zninęs are frequently ſaid in Scripture to be, 

_— thy appcar to be. By his Knowledge, ſhall my 

Servant juſtify many. I ho the Sun doth 

Poet it doth not ſhine nor give Light to me, till it 

pen mine Eyes. 2. Faith doth Juſtity inſtrumental» 

II, in reſpc& of perſonal and forenſical juſtification, 
being a paſſive Mean, whereby the Soul doth paſſively 
receive this Sentence, as a Man's Ear . doth! hear' the 
Judge's Sentenee of Abſolution, 3. Faith doth juſtify 
conditionally,in reſpect of the ſecond Juſtification, ta- 
king a Condition largely for any Thing antecedent or 
Prerequiſite; but is no moral Condition at all: For 

- the Covenant of Grace hath none of theſe; tho'! ſhall ne- 
ver get the Money, unleſs I take it, yet my taking is 
no Cahdz ion moral, properly. 4. Faith, in reſpect of 
the ſecond Juſtification, as alſo of the third, may be 
ſaid to juſtity actively, inſtrumentally, tho? not im- 
mediately : For, as a good Ad vocate, proponing a good 
Defence, gets his Client aſſoilzied, and the Advocate 
is an Inſtrument active; even ſo, the poor Sinner con- 
veened in the Court of Conſcience, to. anſwer Law= 
demands, and by Faith ſeeing and perceiving the Goſ- 

el-promile and Offer of it, doth, by laying: hold on' 
his, propone it; from which comes a forenſical, per- 

ſonal Juſtißi cation, by which the Man is juſtified in his 

| Conſcience, and all Execution doth really, tho' poſſi- 
bly not apparently, always ceaſe. 5. Faith doth concur 
the ſame Way to the third: Juſtihcation. As to the 
laſt Juſtification in Heaven, Faith and Works concur. 

zn genere cauſe largiter, objective, or objectively, not 

| morally, and do evidence as the Objec that they 
have believed in Chriſt, to which actual Salvation was 


3 
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promiſed, .. PPT 
For the ſecond, When is a Sinner juſtified ? Anſ. 

1. Virtually and really from Eternity, when Jeſus Chriſt 
Engaged in the Work of Redemption from Eternity for: 
them, not then in actual Being phy ſical; but in a mo- 

ral Being in Chriſt, who really and legally * 


e, Sinners: And tho' many with Quirks of Wit 
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= 
this; as, How can a real Act paſs upon Nene = 
Subject? True indeed, a real, phyſical Act could "8 
pals upon them, but a moral AR might paſs up 
them; and tho* in their phyſical Beings they wers # 
not from Eternity, yet in their legal Beings they wer 
in Chriſt, who from Eternity undertook for them, and 
therefore from Eternity in him had Promiſes given, 
1 Tim. 1. 9. This is Scripture-language, let Men ſay 
of it what they will; and Levz is ſaid to offer ap 
Tithes in Abraham, when Levi was not exiſtent ; and 
no other -Difficulty preſſes this, but what preſſes the 
Decrees of God. 2.1judge this Grace given in Chri 
Jeſus, was publickly given, in reſpe& ot God, to all.; 
when he promiſed, That the Seed of the Woman ſhould 
brui ſe the Serpent Head. 3. I do judge, that Men 
are legally Partakers-of this, when they are baptized; 
4+ This is actually declared in the Goſpel to all that 
hear it. 5. Perſonal juſtification is when they believe; 
as when a Friend of mine engages for me to my Cre- 
diter, for a Sum, to be paid at ſuch a Time; upon 
which there is promiſed to my Friend, in my Behalf, a 
Diſcharge, and not to feek them any more; this is 
proclaimed to all my Children, they hear it, the Sum 
is paid ; when I take my Diſcharge,and propone it iti. 
Court, I am ſententialſy abſolved and diſcharged of 
the Debt : So, when the Lord took Chriſt from Eterni- 
ty, we, tho' not born, were free; as many as heat 
it, have their Remiſſion declared to them; by Vaſe 
tiſm they are infeft in their Privilege; by Faith 
they ſee this, and laying hold on the Pardon, they are 
free perſonally, © N 
Queſt. 3. How God may be ſaid to juſtify? Anſ. 1. In 
reſpe& he made the Bargain of the Covenant of Re- 
demption, by which we are juſtified primarly and fun- 
damentally; he was the 'Author of this. 2. In re- 
a he gives Faith, and draws the Soul to Chriſt, in 
nion, with whom it is juſtified 3 it's he that draws 
and puts the Soul to 05 at Nhereby it Wen fatt> 


_ nm 
1 50 50 | | 
= fed; as when I draw on..a Marriage betwixt a poor 
1 Woman and a rich Man, tho' it be the Man that im- 
Yd = Cmediately enriches the Woman, yet I may be ſaid as 
= a mediate Inſtrument ta enrich her. 3. In reſpect the] 
= Father doth intimate, declare and publiſh this Pardon 
4. In reſpe& hę actually keeps from Puniſhment. 5. 
By his Conditional Promiſe, ſhewing whoever ſhall be- 
lieve ſball be ſaved; hence, they believing, are juſti- 
fied, not by any Change in God, but in them; they 
now coming under the Drop of Merey, that was drop- 
ping upon all under it, ere in ſuch a Station and Place. 
"WG Toe Lord juſtifies, in reſpec that forenſically he 
manifeſts his reconciled . Countenance to them in 
Jeſus 2x by which being juſtified, they have Peaco 
with G . . Crt S 
Queſt. 4. How God pardons Sins in the Juſtid? 
This is a needful Queſtion; For many indeed pardo- 
ned*and gracious Perſons, not knowing how the Lord 
pri but imagining ſome other Way of - it than 
"Scripture ſets down, not finding it that Way, hence 
go and walk in the Bitterneſs of their Soul all the Days 
of their Life : Therefore I would ſay, Firſt, It is not 
likely that the Lord doth put forth a new Sentence 
of Law in their Favours who have ſinned and repen- 
ted, which before was not; but I think it mainly by In- 
timation ; And therefore, would ye know the Lord's 
Path? I fhall diſcover my Thoughts of it, what L 
know by Experience. (1.) Then the Lord intimates 
this Pardon, by clearing the Covenant of Grace, in 
which, through Telus his Blood, all Sins are pardo- 
ned: God in Chriſ{t pardons! all Sins' virtually, tho 
it were granted not formally; when the Soul ſees this, 
then as to it ſelf it is juſtiſied: Sin is like a Blot on 
the Covenant of Grace, and the Words of Remiſſion 
cannot be read; the Lord then, when well pleaſed, o- 
pens the Eyes, and takes away the Blot and Confuſion; 
and ſo, by this Means, intimates it to them, and ſo lets 
them come to the Knowledge thereof, (2.) In the 
conditional Covenant, by diſcovering . the Congo 
of Pardon to them, I mean the phyſical Condition, 
At x. not 
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not of the firſt RA. he Pardon, but of the ti 
Sort of Pardon; as this, when a Sinner repents and 
turns, he {hall have his Sins forpiven : The Lord 8 
clearing the Soul to haye wrought the Condition, du 28 
hereupon clear the Pardon, which the Soul from this 
Sign doth rationally gather a Pardon, tho! it ſee it not: | 
_— a Man ſees Smoke, he 0 there is a Fire: 
Inteſe, in reſpect of divine Ordination, are joined to- 
gether ; viz. Repentance and Pardon. (3.) By giving 
Acceſs to the Throne of Grace; the unpardoned Sin- 
ner gets not a Word to ſpeak, and God ſaith, Peace, 
Speak not to me anent this, there is no Acceſs at all, 
this ſpeaks Indignation, Out of my Preſence ; but when 
the Heart gets Language and Liberty to ſpeak, this 
ſaith, The Door is open, be of good Cheer, he calleth 
thee; this ſaith, God would be Friends again, that 
his Heart is towards his poor- Child, and would fain 
take up Quarrels, when the Spirit is ſent to dite the 
poor Mar's Supplication. David's Heart was towards 
Abſolom, and therefore was. content that the poor Man 
mould come te him; and God would only now falve 
his Credit, and therefore uſeth Means to bring the 
Soul to confeſs his Sins; Thou wilt prepare their 
Hearts, and cauſe thine Far to hear : There may 
come Frowns after this, but know, would the Lord ac- 
cept a Sacrifice, if he were angry ? How did he ac- 
cept ? The Angel did wonder fully; fo the Spirit works 
wonderfully in Prayer: Was he not reconciled then? , 
(4-) By looking more graciouſly upon the Soul, and 
with a more pleaſant Countenance: When Eſau was 
reconciled to Jacob, Facoh ſaid, I ſee in my Lord's 
Countenance, as it were the Face of an Angel of God : 
Glooms and Clouds are now away, Hence lift up the 
Lightgof thy Countenance on me. When God is 
angry, there are Frowns in God's Countenance ; and 
tho” the blind Werld cannot ſee this, yet the Elect and 
converted Ones ſee it in their Meaſure; Men will 

know Folks Hearts by theit Countenance. Doth the 
Lord look ſo to thee? Know it, the Grudge is gone. 
(5). By the Effects, che Heart is made more holy, and 
. drawn 
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en nearer to God, and Strength and Aſſiſta nee gi. 
den ta Duty; all he doth, profpers, and God accep- 
eil the Work of bis Hand. When the Lord is angry, 
- gvery Thing goes wrong, Judg. 3. The Hand oft 

Tord was againſt them every mbere: So naw, when 
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the Lord is well pleaſed, he is with them. Hence, Fer, 
32. 1 will make then walk in my Way, and bring them 
home. Why? For 1 have pardoned their ie” 26. 
(6.) By beating in a particular ſeaſonable Promiſe into 
the Soul, ſuitable to the Condition of the poor Crea- 
ture, with which the Heart is made to cloſe, and with 
which it is made to grip; and which is ſtrongly and 


clearly born in upon the Soul, ſuch as this, Fear not, 


or God hath taken away thine Iniquity, and this after 
deep 1 with which there is a Compliance 
of the Heart, and by which it is made more holy, 
and to which it ſticks, as a Saying of Acceptation. 
Now, if ye do imagine, that ye mutt hear a vocal 
Voice, or a particular Promiſe ſenſibly beat in upon 
you evermore when the Lord pardons, ye are decei- 
ved; but if ye be helped to lay hold on Chriſt, thre 
whom Re miſſion of Sins is preached, or helped to re- 
pent, and withal to ſee the Lotd looking more favou- 
rably to thee, which, if thou be ſpiritual, thy ſpiritual 
Eye will diſcern; then may'ſt thou know thy Sins are 
pardoned, tho? thereafter a Cloud comes. If, after Trial, 
po Sins but of Infirmity; Then it is a Trial to ſee if 
thou wilt doubt the Lord's Conſtancy. , 
Queſt. 5. Whether all Sins paſt,preſent and to come, 
are pardoned in Juſtification? I anſwer, 1. Virtually, 
fundamentally and legally they are; becauſe Chriſt, who 
was made Sin, was condemned and dead to Sin: And 
look as in Adam all are ſaid to have ſinned; So in 
the ſecond Adam, all are made alive and Righteous. 
2. In reſpe& of intimate Pardon, all Sins are not 
forgiven, till they be confeſſed, mourned for, and. 
reſolved to be forſaken ; and till Application of Chriſt 
by Faith be made, fatherly Anger is not done away. 


Further 
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22 Acceptati- 
y, 1 n. As the Gage! is true, the Underſtanding ſees 
n. and js perſwade pe 
cal | Heb. 11. 13. As the Goſpel is good Tidings, the Will 
on] Cloſes with, and embraces this Good: So that Faith 
ei- the Underſtanding and Will cloſing with the Truth 
ro? | and Goodneſs of the Promiſe, and with Chriſt in both _ 3 
e- Reſpeats, who is holden forth to Faith in the Promi- 
u- ſes: So then, Faith is a glad, hearty, willing Belie- 
al] ing of the glad Tidings of a Saviour come to fave 
ref them from all their Evils. + | 
l, _ 3dly, The Grounds of Faith are, the Command of 
if] God, and Offer of the 'Goſpel ; theſe are extrinſical, 24 
making Faith to be Duty: But the intrinſical, prima- 
e, ry and chief Ground of Faith, is the Goſpel · declarati- 
y, | on, holding forth Chriſt, in his Perſqn, Natures, and 
ho Ofkces, and what he is to the poor Sinner who is cal- 
d led to believe, Matth. 11. 27, 28. 2 Cor. 5. 19; 20,21. 
2 Be reconciled; here is the Command: But this Com- 
5. | mand is founded on the Goſpel-declaration, which is, 
t For be hath made him to be Sin for us. 
d. 4 hy, Chriſt ſeſus is never revealed in the Goſpel 
{| effectually to ſave Sinners, until in ſome Meafure the 
Soul be made to feel its own Emptineſs and Want of 
Self-righteoulnels, Luke 1. 53» Jobn 9. 39. \Matth. ff 


r 11. 28 
| 5 5 
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. Legal Terrors and Horrors are not always 
souls may be humbled and fitted for Chriſt, though 
never ſenſibly found theſe legal Horrors: Legal 


Veepeſt ,Humiliation is acompanied with Conviction 
and Complaints of Heart-hardneſs, Pſal. 80. 18. 
#/a. 63. 17. Fer. 31. 19. and therefore are Sinners, 
under the Senſe of a dead, blind, hard Heart, to be- 
lieve: For true Humiliation doth not confiſt in Ter- 
Tors, Horrors, Deſpair and Fears of Hell, or intenſe 
Sorrow; for then the Damned in Hell ſhould be moſt 
bumbled : But, he is moſt humbled, who ſees moſt of 
his own Heart-Plagues, and abhors himſelf for it, truſts 
leaſt to his own Righteouſneſs, ſees moſt of his own 
Inability to ſave himſelf, and is moſt willing to be ſaved 
by Grace, or in any Manner or Way the Lord ſhall 
think fit, | | | 
ot, As all are not humbled in the ſame Manner, 
or prepared for Chriſt in the ſame Manner; ſo neither 
do all cloſe with Chriſt in the ſame Manner. To ſome 
Heaven opens, as it were, and Chriſt Jeſus the Lord 
is transfigured before them; and the Glory of the new 
Covenant and Power iſſued out is ſo great, that with 
Full Sails the poor Creature enters into the Harbour 
of Reſt; and cries out with Enlargement, My Lord, 
and my God! Whom have I but 5 
come, I cannot reſiſt: And here is diſtinct particular 
ee and full Aſſurance, with extraordinary 
En 
are ſo dead- ſtricken, that they appear not: Here is 
that higher Way. But others enter into the Haven 
of Reſt, and cloſe truly with Jeſus Chriſt ; but it's 
like a Ship entring into the Harbour againſt Wind 
and Stream, by hard Rowing and Drawing of Cables 
and Ropes; and here is little on no Senſe, great Fears, 


the Oppoſition of an unbelieving dead carnal Heart, 


that cannot prize, loye or eſteem Chriſt ; and the poor 


Soul doth indeed believe, but dares not lay it __ be» 
lieve 5 


eg true Conviction and Humiliation for Sin; 


Eonvitions, grant, are neceſſary, yea the greateſt and 


ee? Lord Jeſus, 1 


argement; and Unhelief and other Corruptions 
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Sometimes when there is little Light in the G 


of Faith, Senſe of Need, and Fear of Wrath, ann 


ſome Impreſſions of the Command of God, makes 
Soul wilful, or wilfully reſolve to believe and tral” 


on Chriſt, with this, If I periſh, 1 periſh. As Fob, ID 1 


he kill me, yet will I truſt in him, Job 13.9. Some, un- 
der the Senſe of a dead, blind, empty Heart, come to 
Chriſt for Life, Prov. 9. 9. Hoſ. 14. 1. Rev. 3. 18, 
Fer. 31. 18, 19. Some are purſued with Terrors, an 
therefore flee into Chriſt, as into a City of Refuge from 
#be Avenger of Blood, and as unto a Saviour, fo ſave 
them from the Wrath to come. 3 
7thly, But the moſt ordinary Expreſſions of Faith, 
is by the Heart's Conſent to be married with Chriſt, 
coming to him, receiving of him, and calling, upon his 
Name.: For, I. Sometimes the Soul cloſes with Chriſt 
by Way of Marriage-conſent and Contract; Chriſt as a 
Suiter in the Goſpel comes and courts the Soul, im- 
portunes, ſuits and ſeeks the Heart, waits, prefles a 
Giving-up with all other Lovers, a Taking and Recei- 
way of him for their Hus band, that is for all Things s 
And the Soul, in Anſwer to this, goes out after Chriſt 
in As of Love, conquering them, and cauſing them 
to ſay, Behold we come unto thee, Fer. 3. 23. and 
here the Soul looks on Chriſt as an Husband,. Hoſe. 2. 
6. But, 2. Here are Deſires after Chriſt, Rom. 10. 
12. Whoſoever calleth upon the Name of the Lord, 


ſhall be ſaved ; So, Luke 18. The Prayer of the Publicem 


Jaſtifies him: The poor Soul not knowing what to 
do, it caſts an hungry hunting Look after Chriſt ; and 
it ſays, It may be be will be gracious: Fain would it 
believe, but it cannot; therefore in Anguiſh of Heart 
it cries out, as Epbraim, Lord turn, draw me, help 


any Unbelief; Lord, according to the Riches of thy 


Grace, ſaye me. 3. There is a Coming to Chriſt, that 


is, when the Soul, out of a Senſe of Sin and Miſery, + 4 


doth make Application to Chriſt for Help, as only able 


to help: They who truly do this, believe truly; ſuch 


leok to Chriſt, ang wait on him for Help. 4. There 
7 *«„ . 8 * 
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lieve ; it hath a direct Ac of Faith, but no refles Ay 
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* Sacre clols Act of. Fait A Þ BE Receivin For J 
u ning to come to a Table, and another r ping | 
P FR” Put Forth the Hand to take and eat. This Recel. 
160 of Faith, is the N Ap 72 of 
R, with full Conſent of eart, to the Soul: Thus 
2 or receive Chriſt, when we take or receive | 
© / / the Promiſe as ſpoken to us: And the Lord not only 
Preſſes a coming AR, but the more eloſe Act of recel- 
ving of Chriſt. i 
Seh, In all eloſing with Cbrid, there is Love, Rom: 
10. 42: Paith isdiftin& from Love ;; nor is it as we 
love Chriſt, or becauſe we love him, that we are juſti· 
| 


fed. 

" othly, Trae Faith doth not Sone to Chriſt for the 
preſent Diſtreſs, as we do to Phyſicians and Lawiers, 
Whoſe Help we need, and when done with them, we 
Uifpatch them, and leave them; but we come to Chriſt - 
for knimſef, to marry him, and therefore abides and 
continues with him for ever, Fer. 30. 5. To come to 
kim.” but not for ever, is to viſit him, not to marry 


1othly, It is of Faith, that it may be 0 Grace, Gith 
Abe Apoſtle, Rom. 4. 16. The Lord hath ſo employed 
Faith in the Covenant of Grace, giving it ſuch'a X 
kberein, in Regard that Faith doth exelude Boaſtin 
and holds forth the Riches of Grace moſt evidently : 
For Faith goes out of it ſelf, as out of a moſt miſerable 
indigei T 7 .— in whom there is no Hel > of 
makes pplicatlon to the Lord Jeſus, from who 
neſs and Grace, which Faith doth ackiiowledge, 4 

looks to be ſupplied. In Loxe, Patience, godly Feat | 

| $6 we ebe forth ; but Faith comes emp⸗ cl 
1 ty, gives nuthing 1 2 it is a receiving Grace, not a 
giving Grace, it hath Beggary ſtampt upon it. 8 
115%, Particular Application of the Promiſes to 
| 


our ſelyes, is ſo much of the -Eflence of Faith, as it is 
ànſeparable from it. Tuſtifying Faith believes not à 
Saviour i in general; but looks on Chriſt as the Soul's 
Saviour, 53 chat either imp 8 Kh if not explis "= 
Litely : * 8 the Promiſc * out 9 FN 


fo 
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© fo Faith receives him ; büt the Promiſe holds Rist 


_ Faith, or to ſay there may be a Faith where Aſſuranes 


menting Fears, and Doubtings of the h 
Influence to keep Souls in perpetual Bondage and Deſ- 


| ply and draw Comfort from them. 
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torth particularly. to the Soul, Bebeld , your  Giilsn.. Wi 
1ſa. 4040: 9: Faith cherefore, as ſuch, . muſt ape ſi 
fond Chi oo, Ro 

. 12tbly, There is ſome Meaſure, of, Aſſurance i 
true and ſaving Faith; and the denying of this, or ies. 
parating particular Application from the Nature of 


is wanting, bath a bitter Root of Apaſtaly from Got C 
and, keeps Perſons at a Diſtance from Chriſt ; and the 
very Fountain of all Unſettledneſs, Tollngs, and tor 

ind bach 


. 13thly, In Order of Nature, we firſt believe Cbriſt 
to be ours, ere ve truſt on him; and muſt believe th 
Promiſes to belong to us, before we receive them, ap- 


14th, There may be real Cloſing with Chriſt, uns 
der much felt D is and Coldneſs, Jobn 5. 40. 
Jobs 11.25. FR n 
15thiy, To take of the Waters of * freely, is do 
Preſumption in any, be they Jje& or Reprobate : Did 
Hy pocrites truly believe cloſe with the Promi? 
ſes, aF#the Elect do, they ſhould not preſume ; but they * 
reſume, becauſe they believe not in a right Manner 
T0 believe Mercy and Peace, becauſe of their own \ 
Worth, this is Preſumption; to believe the Atrainin 
the End, without uſing the Means, this is Prefums 
ption;, to think to come to Heaven, to have Peace, 
though we walk in the Imagination of our own Hearts, _ 
this is Prefumption: But to look for all Mercy meers: 
ly upon the Accotnt of Chriſt, is no Preſumption in 
any, be who they will. © AGENT 14 
' I6thly, Faith is & Chriſtian's daity Work, his Life 
he lives as he believes. We muſt not ſir down on our. 
Arſt Cloſing with Chriſt; but we malt daily, in all rt 
Mer th emptations and N look up to Chriſty. 
eee e > tits 
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"1 7thly, One Main Reaſon of the Want of Sanctifi - 
catlon;” is the Want of Faith, 1 Pet. 1. 4. Mark 9. 
I9, 23+ — 3 | 
tothe, God doth not draw to himſelf in that Wa 

ad Method we think, and finfully too often — 
to him; I was thinking and looking, that the Lord 
wquld firſt come withthe Law, and humble me to Hell; 0 
asd then that Chtiſt ſnbuld be diſcovered to me with 
great Glory ; but behold he came in a Road that I did 
expect him, 2 King 5. 11. Prov. 3. 5. 2 r 
igtbly, Faith is the firſt Grace in Exeroiſe, prior in 

Time to any other Grate, . Jobn. 6. 28. Jer. 31. 20. 
4 I was turned, I ſmote upon my Thigh. Let every 
one fix here firſt, ere he do any other Thing : For 
whatſoever is not of Faith, is Sin. | 1 

zofbly, Faith, and every other Grace; will be dying, 
and pining, and withering, that Place may be for De- 
1 on. Chriſt ; and that Chriſt, for a renewed 

ite, may put a renewed Obligation on the Soul, Iſa. 
33. 24+ Pſal. 102. 10. 1 Pet. 1, 24. - 


CET EET LEDET * 
Some Obſervations on Efſectual Calling. | F 
1. — HAT all God's Elec are called effectually of 


God in Time, or that there is ſuch a r 
the Voice of the Lord in his Word, calling the Spul par- 
ticularly, and earneſtly to embrace the Offer of Chriſt 
and all his Benefits; or otherwiſe no Man could come 
to Chriſt; being dead, unleſs quickned by this Call: 
It were Preſumption to come without this, nor would 
1. 2. Jer. 3. r 5 | 2. \ ” 1 
2. The immediate End of this Call is to receive, 
et helie ve on; or come to Chriſt. for all Things. The 
Lord at firſt ;and.primarly dath preſs nothin but B - 
lieving and Receiving of all Things freely, Jobn 6. 28. 
Iſs. 55. 1. Nothing is required, but to * _ 

. =. * ' I, 


. 
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drink. Mat. 11. 28 the Lord only requires that they 
come at firſt: It is true, when they are come, and got- 
ten Reſt to their Souls, He then calls. chem tobe 
his Yoke :- For tho the Saints be called to Heaven, tp 
Holineſs, to teke on his Toke ; yet not at firſt or imi 
diately, but after they have believed and are Juſtiheg. 
3, This Call is the very Voice of God to à Sinner, 
and hath the Evidence of a Divine Power, Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs : So that the poor Soul, who is call 


do; this is it which deth make the Soul regard, and 
without this we ſhould never believe, 1 Pet. 2. 9. 

4. This Call of God to come to the Lord Feſus, is 
other than the Voice of God in his Word, .commang- 
7 believe, inviting us to receive of the Wate 
of Life freely: It is not then any immediate Call, 
without the Word of the Scriptures of God in t 
Heart, No: But the very Promulgation of the Goſpe] 
is the Call of God, which doth lay Obligation on us to 
believe. Let us not ſay ſthen, What Warrant have we 


to believe ? We fear we ſhall — For if youre | 
ching you £8 believe, 


ever heard or read of God 
ſaying, Whoſoevever will, let him come, and-take of the 
Vaters of Life freely; you have a Warrant to believe, 
and your Endeavour to comply with this cannot he 
Preſumption. I grant, uvle(s the Spirit inwardly ap- 
y to the Heart the external Call, ye cannot believe; 
ut yet, whether the Spirit do it or nat, ye ought to 
believe . It is the Word that is near ut, in or — of 
and in our Mouths, Rom. 10. 6, 7. Ve need not then 
go up to Heaven, or deſcend to Hell for Faith. Faith is 
a hearty Cloſing with God's Word in the Gaſpel, ora 
hearty Believing the glad. Tidings of the goſpel. 
This Call of God is inwardly applies to the Heart, 
by the Spirit of God; the Spirit o 


it, and there oa 
Riches of the Goſpel, ſaith to the poor Soul, To thee 
is this Word came, convinces the Soul of the Sinfulneſs 
of its Unbelief,ſhows;that s the Lord'sConumand and 
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doth fee; that it is the Lord with whom it hath now to 


God takes the ex - 
ternal Word, and nun hs Heart of a Sinner with 
s for Attention, holds forth che 
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Will that it ſhould believe,” gives Motives thereunto, 
fakes Pains in anſwering all the Soul's Objections, holds - 

ebe Foul cloſs to it, never leaves it, until the: Soul hath 


*” 


ts 


conſented : For tho' the Word externally heard or 


read, doth indeed lay an Obligation _ all to'be- 
he 


eve; yet, unleſs the Spirit deal with the Heart, and 
ſolicite the Buſineſs, the Soul will never come to 
-Chriſt. Hoſe 2. 14. Fer. 31. 32. 2 Cor. 3. 3. 
There is therefore an inward Call, God ſpeaks to and in 
6. This Call is particular, God ſingles out à poor 
"Soul from the reſt, and ſaith, It's to thee I now (peak, 
and none elſe; it's thee I àm feeking to believe; give 
me thy Confent, whate vet athers 4 It's not now a 
general Word, all are bound to believe; but the Lord 
applies this General particular'y to the Soul, there 
«Is none concerned in this Tranſaction, but God and 
the Soul: He calleth bis Sheep by Name, John 10. 3. 
J... | | 
. Altho' the internal Call be not always ſenſibly 
found : Yet the external Call doth always continue, it 
is conſtant ʒ there is not ſuch a ſenſible Stirring of the 
Spirit of God upon the Heart inciting it to believe,atter 
it hath fully cloſed with Chriſt, as there was before: 
Let, in reſpect of the external Word, the Spirit of God 


no leſs truly'calls to believe, and obliges ta come to 


Chriſt, as ae the firſt: Indeed the Spirit of God dath 
not always ſtriue within 4 Man, Gen. 6. 2. and fo 
the inward Call may not always be heard, yea, the Spi- 
rit may leave the Soul : Vet the external Call conti- 
'miies 3 and ſo it is Duty always to believe: And if ye 
come, ye ſhall be welcome, be it at any Time of thy 
Life: Therefore do nat ſay, My Time is paſt; ſtretch 
not this Truth too far; for your Time is never paſt in 


Regard of God's Word, which is to be our Rule; and 


therefore it is ſaid, That all the Day long be ſtretebe d 
ant bis Hands, Rom. 10.T 14. 


8. All within the viſible Chureh are externally called, 
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Mat. 22. 5, 6. There is never one who hears the Ga- 
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pe, but is calſed to believe 5 ſo as he is bound thereto 
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31 
kis Duty, and 1 it be deck b . 
love: God, and that. is God's W rev is 
Word, the ame Word makes it Duty to believe; SS 


he puniſhed for not believing. 
6 5 9 5 many are externally called and truly o- 


bliged to belieye, who are yet notwithſtanding never 
— * called.” The Word and Sound of het La 
within the viſible Church; but a 
3 doth not. deal and ſtrive withthe Hearts of many 
Men. 
10. This Can, 'as to many Hypocrites and Repo | 
bates, is likeyiſe internal, as woll as exrornyl 
deals, thot not effeRually, yet really wit h the carts 
pf a great many, with whom he, never prey 
his Spirit is faid to ftrive within them, Gen. 6. 2. An 
Some he lie ue with Joy, and are ſaid tobe Paolo Ui 
the ny Ghoſt.'. © 

11. The Call of God is a powerful efficicious Call 
in the; Hearts ot all his Ele&. They are . i come 
in, drawn into Chriſt, ſo that they run. They Hef ' 
be willing in the Day of Chriff's Power. The Evi- 
dence is io clear and convincing, that they cannot but 
aſſent ; and the Good ſo . ggeat, they cannot but 
will, cannot but love it, and be drawn thereto. Them 
[ muſt bring in, laith Chriſt, John 10. it's called a pew 


Creation, and Creation is an irreſiſtable A& of .Power. 


[create the Fruit of the Lips, Peace, Peace to himthat 
is afar off. And as the Dead, when awakened: by the - 
Sound of the laſt Trumpet, and the Vice of oy Arch. 
angel, cannot but riſe ;, ſo no more can the Soul 
dead in Sin but anſwer this powerful Call of Chriſt. 
12. Yet do not the Ele always at firſt anſwer this 
Call; but ſtand out for want of ſufficient ; Evidence 
and Power of Light : When the Hour of Power, the 
1 of Power doth indeed come, then they ume, | 
Er. 3. 22. 
13. The Call of God is not the naked Command or 
Thin itation to believe on Chriſt : But I ſuppoſe four 
* will be fopnd in it. 
G.) An 
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( An Exhibition and Declaration of Chriſt, a 
| — Son of loſt diftreft — made 801 23 
der we pight be made the Righteouſneſs of G 
A Revelation of ſufficient and ſuitable 172 in Chriſt 
eſus for the poor Sinner particularly: This is it which 
Faith firſt cloſeth with, which Faith fees und beholds 
with reat Pleaſuree * uu 15 
 , (2:) There is the Goſpel- Command, inviting and 
calling them to believe heartily and joꝶſully what the 
Soſpel ſaith ; which is the ſame with Receiving it, to 
apply to themſelves this general Wo red. 
(3. 4 Promiſe of Juſtification and Salvation, in 
of Believing, dne 
 (4,) An Anſwer of Objections which the Soul makes. 
In theſe Four doth the Call of God confiſt, in which 
are comprehended, 'the ſeveral Motives the Spirit of 
God utes for inclining the Heart to Chriſt. 
14. This Call is an earneſt, importunate, moſt lov- 
ing and» gracious Call. Love is the great Cord 
wh N the Sinner effectually to Chriſt, it's the 
Key which opens the Heart of a Sinner; I have drawn 
thee with the Bands of 4 Man, with Loving -kindneſs 
Hape Fdrawn thee. '\ | Wed 
Christ when he draws or calls a poor Sinner, appears 
In a very lovely Poſtufe : Oh, thinks the Soul, and 
doch the Lord of Glory now ſeek after me ? Is he wil- 
ling to paß over my Sins? and fo unwilling that I 
ſhould. periſh ? Doth he ſeek my Heart, and nothin 
elſe? dqth he ſo earneſtly deſire it, as nothing elſe ca 
pleaſe him without this? Hath he ſuffered ſo manyDe- 
: Nnials; and yet will take none, but ſtill continues, and 
; will nor leave me? Do I ſee him with all his bloody 
{| Wounds, and hear him by all theſe Sufferings he en- 
dured for me, obteſt me, not to grieve him any longer 
| with niy Unkindneſs, nor deſtroy my ſelf with Unbe- 
4 Het, but lean my ſelf in his Boſom? And ſhall I, can f 
! refvſc him? Oh no, I find no Power in me to reſiſt this 
| HE | 


„ 
o * „ p 
V „ 71 129. 1 
* 

——B 

f # #4 36810 J 
— - 4+ 4 

0 „* Fw 
" 
4 * 


nd (43 
— — 


a 


e £5 


ww 


92 Shownld ++ 


rern Sn DW» = mn -—ny mo 


Oh r 


1 * D.ifferen : 


3 0 K. 


B 


7 a * 
* 
+ 
. Y dex; 
R 
= | 
5 KY Py 


ans 


nioral Man, I did, 


F . 8 "I Þ * 
% ®., 
— A 4 ” _ 1 . _, . 4 * % * 
. F x 7 . 
| by . of's , . ” E 
= N 94 a A > 
— ** + 
2* « - . 4 , 
* f * 2 . * 4 ” 
* 0 vo 
l 4 
" _—_—— 4 
1 - # 


— ' 5 
"at 4 


— OE 
p «4 
+ 
* | . 
* ” * 5 * 2 „ 
e 4.4 

9 
* 


* 
— 
* 
o 


Differences between Moral and Saving 
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Grace. ES 
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1 find that ſpecial Grace, and common moral Grace 
do mach differ. When any Perſon is truly con- 


verted, I find'that he is another Man than What be 
was; not only when prophane, or ignorant, or morally 


civil; but When moſt moral, under a common Work 
of the Spirit. I find an eightfold Difference, ;. _ 
Iſt, When I was a meer moral Man, I ſought ſome - 


thing from Chriſt, and reſted on this, had no Fellows 
ſhip with Chriſt himſelf : But ſince the Lord. viſited - 
me with the Love of bis Choſen, I ſeek the Lord hims 
ſelf, I am never ſatisfied without him, and find Fellows 


ſhip witty himſelf. The Virgins love thee.) Song. 
Lo 55 ; 


I did ſuch a Thing, or expected to get ſuch a « 
for working, I therefore went about Duties; but now 
I firſt cloſe with the Promile, and becauſe alive, 1 yield 
my Members es Weapons of Righteouſneſs. While a 
then belicyed.: But now, I firſt 
believe, and then do. My Obedience is ingraft upon 
the Promiſes freely given. Work out your Salvation; 
for it is God that worketh in you to will, and to do, 
Phi}. 2. 13. But before, I could never ſee à Provfiile, 
until I ſaw my Work; the Promiſes were ingrafted ur 
— my Works and Duties, my Duties did hear my 
rivileges ; now, my Privileges bear my Dutieu .+ 


3d4ly, Whatever I did, was for my ſelf; when indeed _ 
pleale 


converted, I ated purely for the Lord, and to 

him: When moral, I hated then Sin as prejudicial to me; 

but now, as ſeparatiug from, * to Chriſt. 
4thly, What I did, was from my 

Strength, Dot ſeeing 4 


a Divine Power to lean 


. 


> C189 294; 
' 2dly, When I was a moral Man, I drew my Oo m- 
fort from my Duties; but now I draw m]] Duties 
from my Comforts: My Work was firſt, apdhecauſe F 
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55 3 but when ind g fpectal Grace, lives 4s 4 
ith, I ſee my own Strength in another, and wait u- 
Bim. Jean ts, a "Things throagh Chriſt bat 
yu, mes Aud 2 Jam Nen then an 
rong, 2 Cor. 12. 12. « 4423 * 
6tbly, I had never full Satisfaction to my Conſcience 
for the Guile of Sin; Satistackion Wirk a ſpirituai 
Good: And therefore; were there Feurs, and Out-cry- 


ings, Who will ſhew us any Good? But the Blood of 
Chriſt g ives full Satisfaction and Reſt to beth Heart 


and Conſcience; fo asa'Man, that hath Chriſt, "op. 
fay, [ ſeek' no more. 

Sache, Common Gre maniieſting it ell in Toys, q 
Fears, Diligence; Zeal; Ce. is moſtly ſeated in the 


- Imagination and Fancy: And therefore, as it quickly 
Domes, = mi . affects, ſo it is as eaſily and 


vangelical Grace is ſeated in the 
anding and Will; having ence got there, it is 


eee 


| not eaſily erad icated again. 


Ihr Moral Grace, much of it is acquired 3 but 
Grace is infuſed. 
dthbly, oral W 22 up, bat ſpecial Grace 
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